PENNY POPS A




The kids, Jack and Pemny, were all
bathed and dressed io hit the hay a few
nights ago when Penny came over to give
me her goodnight kiss before being tuck-
ed in.

As she said, “Goodnight, Daddy,” | ex-
claimed, “What's that sticking out of your
mouth? You look just like a certain dragen
I've noticed cavorting arcund om the TV
screen,” “Oh! That's just a loese tooth,”
she giggled and made a dash for her bed-
room.

As | followed her into the room, she
quickly jumped inte bed and pulled the
covers over her head. To my, “Come om,
let me see i1, she laughed, “Ne. You'll
pull it I'lt do it, myselfl”

Knowing that preerastination in sueh
things was not unusual with her, 1 per
sisted in my pleadings and Kitty added
some persuasive remarks, calculated fe
produce the desired results. All the while,
Jack stoed by, grinning from ear to eap,
as he had gone through the same thing
enly a few years earlier and still clearly
remembered his own experiences. “If
won't hurt, Penny,”” he chimed in, “that
tooth is real loose.” . 3

- - As ‘worde wers getting us nowhere, [

attempied feo vncever her head, saying,
“I'm not geing e pull the tooth. ! just
want to see how leese it is.”” With that,
Penny popped her head out. “VI' do it
my . . . ,” she started but never .nished
the sentence as the subject of the whole
episode, a tiny incisor, dropped on the
bed spread.

"Waaa,” howled Penny, when she
realized what had happened. And she
sped to the bathreom for water to wash
out her movuth and a leok in a mirrer.

“Now you’ll have te buy me a new
tocthi” Penny stated flatly, “and the good



fairy better leave something vnder my
pillow tonight, tee.” With that, she wink-
ed at me.

“Ne,” | said, it won’t be necessary to
buy @ new tooth for you @t your age.
Nature will see to it that a new cne grows
in. In fact, yeu can already see and feel
the new one starting, but it's not like that
at the CTA.”

“Does the CTA have teeth, too?" she
wanted to know.

“Well, not exactly,” | said, ""but it's
like this—CTA’s buses, streetcars, elevated-
subway cars, tools, machines and other fa-
cilities are constantly wearing out from
continuous use. Also passenger vehicles
and other preperty are damaged by van-
dals—usvally thoughtless pranks by the
younger generation. As o resvli, new
paris are being instalied and repairs are
being made every day se that all possen-
ger vehicles ond all other equipment fs
always in safe eperating condition. Then,
too, vehicles and other facilities must be
completely replaced from time to time, as
they wear out,”

“Gee,” she exclaimed, 'l guess there’s
more te CTA than just driving o bus!”

“Yes, indeed,” | replied. “In fact, each
month CTA sets aside appreximately
$800,000 for replacement of worn out and
obsolete equipment. This is knewn @s a
depreciation fund.”

“Gosh,” Penny piped, "it sure would
be nice if we had @ system like that
around here to buy new things, wouldn’t
it?"

“Yes, it would,” | answered as | quietly
turned ouwt the light.
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“Local transit vehicles are the

most efficient users of street
space. Automobiles carry an
average of 1.5 people per
trip. One CTA bus or street-
car—seating 50 people—
does the job of 32 automo-
biles, and occupies one-
twelfth the street space.”

AND NIGHT...

Trained CTA personnel is on
duty ‘round-the-clock to answer questions
regarding Chicago’s transit service and
schedules.

Phone MOhawk 4-7200

Ask for “Information”



