


MORE SURFACE LINES CHILDREN
1—Patricia Gayle, daughter of Frank Gans, electrician, West Shops. 2—Ronald and Donald,
twin sons of George Thomas, motorman, Noble. 3—Barbara, daughter of Joseph Brzoska,
craneman, West Shops. 4—Ronald Michael, son of George Mousel, conductor, Archer. 5—
Daughters of Stanley Kuzius, motorman, Armitage. 6—Esther and Lorraine, twin daughters of
Frank T. Mucynski, conductor, Archer. 7—Carmen, daughter of Frank Faber, conductor,
Limits. 8—Thomas Joseph, son of Michael Murphy, conductor, Sixty-ninth. 9—Melvin, son of
George Thomas, motorman, Noble. 10—Norma Lee, daughter of Byron E. Wells, motorman,
Seventy-seventh. 11—John William, son of Michael Grimes, motorman, Blue Island. 12—George,

Jr., son of George Kreith, conductor, Archer.
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Thousands Want Jobs

Applications for New Positions To Be Filled Prove
Service Popular

For some 250 positions to be filled in the
train service, approximately 10,000 applications
have been received by Superintendent of
Transportation C. H. Evenson. The pressure
for jobs as trainmen has been the heaviest in
the history of the Chicago Surface Lines.

Realizing that this would be true, Superin-
tendent Evenson made elaborate preparations
for the receiving of applications. While no
publicity was given to the fact that men were
to be employed, the news quickly spread and
even before the department was ready to re-
ceive applications the pressure to sccure jobs
had begun. A few men were put on from old
applications filed several months ago and plans
were then made to receive the applications of
new men and handle them effectively.

It was realized that to attempt to handle all
applications at one central point, as has been
done herctofore, would result in such a con-
gestion that it would be impossible to inter-
view all of the applicants, so it was decided
to have applications received at nine car sta-
tions.

Hundreds Apply

The first applicants were to have been re-
ceived on Monday, January 6, but because of
the snowstorm all who applied on that morn-
ing were told to come back on the next day.
On the following Tuesday and Wednesday a
constant stream of applicants poured through
the designated car stations.

Every man who applied was interviewed
and given a blank application to be filled out
and mailed in by him. With the blank appli-
cation was a letter explaining the situation
and telling the applicant what to do.

The number applying at the various depots
ranged from 800 to 1,700, the largest number
being at Seventy-seventh Street. Other car
stations where applications were received were
Sixty-ninth Street, Archer, Lawndale, Kedzie,
North Avenue, Division, Elston and Limits.

Explains to Applicants

In the letter to the applicants Mr. Evenson
said:

“The interview you had at the car station
was merely preliminary and while the report
on this interview will be of value to the em-
ploying officer in forming his opinion, the
facts covered in your application will be of
primary importance.

“No trainmen have been employed by the
Chicago Surface Lines in the past twenty
months. Only a comparatively few positions
are to be filled at this time. There were so
many applications on file, however, and so
many others wanted an opportunity to apply

for these positions, that it was thought best to
arrange for preliminary interviews at the sev-
cral car stations and for the filing of applica-
tions afterwards. Every effort will be made to
be fair with all applicants and selections will
be made entirely on the basis of merit and
suitability to the positions.

“We want you to know that the manage-
ment of the Chicago Surface Lines appreciates
your desire to enter the train service. The
personnel of this service, we believe, is one of
the finest to be found anywhere in the country.
Its record of steady employment at good
wages has made it very desirable from the
cmploye’s point of view and that is the prin-
cipal reason for the large number of applicants
for every position that is open.

“Manifestly we cannot give employment to
all who apply—even to all highly qualified men
—but your application will receive carcful at-
tention. If you should not be so fortunate as
to obtain one of the positions at this time,
your application will be kept on file for future
reference.”

High Class Men

The majority of the applicants are high class
both as to education and qualifications. A
very large percentage of them are high school
graduates and a considerable number have had
college training. The desire of men of this
kind to enter the train service is an indication
that the positions are highly desirable. The
fact that none of the operating force was dis-
charged because of decreased earnings during
the depression and that there was but one
comparatively small wage reduction, half of
which has been restored, makes the position
of trainmen on the Chicago Surface Lines one
of the most attractive of any in this class of
employment.

During the carlier period of the depression
no new trainmen were employed, but in the pe-
riod beginning in the Fall of 1933 and ending in
the Spring of 1934, approximately 1,000 men
were added to the train force,

Small Turnover

In the years prior to the beginning of the
depression there was a labor turnover in the
train force of approximately 10 per cent. In
the first three years of the depression there
was no turnover, due to the fact that no new
men were required, but in the year ended Jan-
uary 31, 1935, there was a turnover of 3.38
per cent.

All of this indicates that the present em-
ployes in the train service fully recognize the
value of their positions and that outsiders are
extremely anxious to get into the service.
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Detachable Trolley Bus Snow Plow Which
Aids in Cleaning Streets of Snow.

BUSES CLEAR STREETS
Detachable Snow Plows Make Possible

Clearing of Snow on Bus Lines

Detachable snow plows for use on buses,
purchased last summer, are making it possible
for the buses to clear snow from the streets
on which they operate.

The plows were purchased from the An-
thony Company, Inc., of Streator, Illinois.
The buses can be equipped with them in 30
minutes, as the attachments for the plows are
permanently mounted on the buses. Only 4
bolts are required to put the shear in place
ready for operation.

The plows are raised and lowered hydrauli-
cally through a pump located in the operator’s
position. When in use they are supported di-
rectly from the front axle of the bus so that
they impose no excessive strain on the bus
body. They clear a path 8 feet wide and they
are proving adequate to meet all the require-
ments for snow removal.

The plows are equipped with a renewable
wearing plate which can be replaced as the
plates become worn, It is set at an angle so
that the bus has a tendency to clear itself upon
meeting any obstructions, such as paving
blocks or manhole covers.

A HELPFUL POEM
Editor, SURFACE SERVICE MAGAZINE :

Your magazine for November, 1935, was re-
ceived today and many thanks for your con-
sideration in remembering me with a copy.

I am enclosing a poem, the author of which
is “Anon,” which I think will go well in your
column of Courtesy and Efficiency of Surface
Lines employes. It has been most helpful to
me, and that it may have the same effect upon
the many readers of your magazine proves to
be the real motive in my sending it to you
for publication.

FLOWERS FOR THE LIVING

I've noticed when a fellow dies, no matter what he’s

een, .

A saintly chap or one whose life was darkly steeped in
sin,

His friends forget the bitter words they spoke but
yesterday,

And now they find a multitude of pretty things to say.

I fancy when I go to rest, some one will bring to light,

Some lgh}dly word or goodly act, long buried out of
sight;

But, if it’s all the same to you, just give to me instead,

The bouquet while I’'m living and the knocking when
I’'m dead.

Don’t save your kisses to imprint upon my marble brow,

While countless maledictions are hurled upon me now;

Say jus]t one kindly word to me, while I mourn here
alone,

And don’t save all your eulogy to carve upon a stone,

What do I care, when I’'m dead, if the (Surface Lines)
Gazette,

Gives me a write up with a cut in mourning border set;

It will not flatter me a bit, no matter what is said,

So kindly throw your bouquets now and knock me when
I'm dead. ;

It may be fine, when one is dead, to have the folks
talk so,

To have the flowers come in loads from relatives you
know; |

It may be nice to have those things from those you
left behind,

But just as far as I'm concerned, I really do not mind.

I’m quite alive and well today, and while I linger here,

Lend me a helping hand at times—GIVE ME A WORD
OF CHEER,

Just change the game a little bit, just kindly swab the
ecks,

For I will be no judge of flowers when I cash in my
checks.

ANON.
William E. Mahoney.

LATE NEW YORK REPORT
Figures Just Issued Show Little Change
in Riding Habits

Since SURFACE SERVICE MAGAZINE published
a statement in the November issue on the sub-
ject of Transit in New York, figures have been
published as to the traffic in New York for the
year ended June 30, 1935. These figures show
that the revenue passengers carried in Greater
New York for that period decreased about
4,000,000 as compared with the year ended De-
cember 31, 1934,

It is interesting to note that the conversion
of the Madison-Fourth Avenue line from street
cars to buses in February, 1935, had a small
effect on the bus traffic as a whole, which was
12 per cent of the total load for the year ended
June 30, 1935, as against 11.4 per cent for the
year ended December 31, 1934, On November
1, 1935, the Eighth and Ninth Avenue street
cars were discontinued and buses were substi-
tuted on 37 miles of route. That line is con-
trolled by the Omnibus Corporation of America
which controls the New York Railways Com-
pany and several of the bus companies, as well
as the Chicago Motor Coach Company.

Notwithstanding the publicity as to abandon-
ment of street cars in Manhattan, the latest fig-
ures show that the great bulk of passengers still
ride on rapid transit lines while those who use
street cars still total more than those carried
on the Chicago Surface Lines.

Lady: “Is this the Fidelity Insurance Com-
pany?”

Clerk: “Yes, Madam. What can we do for
you?”

Lady: “I want to have my husband’s fidelity
insured.”

“Let me off at the next stop, conductor. I
thought this was a lunch wagon.”
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Safety Campaigns Helpful

Although Traffic Fatalities Increased in Nation
Substantial Decrease Is Shown in Cook County

The National Safety Council reports a total of
36,400 fatalities due to motor vehicle accidents in
the United States during the year 1935. This is
the largest number on record, exceeding the 1934
total by some 300.

The report points out, however, that gasoline
consumption indicated 6 per cent more driving
last year, while the increase in fatalities is only
1 per cent. The rate of fatalities per 100,000
population was 28.5.

In Chicago and Cook county a total of 1,011
persons were killed in motor vehicle accidents
during the year, This was the smallest number
of fatalities since 1927 and was a decrease of
238 as compared with 1934. Of the total number
killed in the county, 787 were killed inside the
city limits of Chicago, and 17,846 persons were
injured.

The smaller number of fatalities in Cook
county is credited generally to the great activity
in accident prevention during the year. News-
papers, organizations and large industrial con-
cerns co-operated to the fullest extent in dis-
tributing all kinds of information and propaganda
urging drivers to be more careful. At the same
time improved police regulation contributed to
greater safety in the streets.

Check Hazards

A campaign was waged throughout the year
against such hazardous practices as double and
diagonal parking of cars, and more arrests were
made than ever before for speeding, ignoring
traffic signals, passing loading street cars, and
other similar violations of the traffic code.

The Chicago Surface Lines contributed its part
to the decrease of traffic accidents by showing
6 per cent fewer vehicular collisions, 10 per cent
fewer car and person accidents, and a decrease
of 38 per cent in the number of fatalities for the
first ten months of the fiscal year as compared
with the previous year.

Encouraged by the effectiveness of safety work
last year, newspapers, organizations and indus-
trial ‘concerns are planning to redouble their ef-
forts this year. A real effort is being made to
secure the passage in the Legislature of a bill
requiring the licensing of automobile drivers.
Illinois is one of the states which never has
placed any restrictions on drivers of automobiles.
As a consequence there are thousands of drivers
in the State who are incompetent to operate cars
and are a menace on city streets and country
highways. Statistics show that accidents have
been radically decreased in states where an ade-
quate drivers’ license law is in effect.

Newspapers Help

All of the metropolitan papers in Chicago are
solidly behind the drive to secure greater safety
in the streets. The Chicago Tribune daily calls
attention to the number of fatalities due to traf-
fic accidents, the Daily News and American have
frequent articles and editorials on the subject,
the Herald and Examiner is conducting a cam-
paign to secure memberships in a Drive Safely
Club, and the Times plastered the city with
placards urging a greater caution on the part of

automobile drivers, conducted a contest among
school children in order to impress the safety
idea, and has had numerous editorials on the
subject.

In a recent editorial outlining its 1936 platform
the Times said : “Chicago must attack the problem
of street safety as one of its major civic duties.
Every child, every parent, every teacher, every
civic group, every newspaper, every public official,
must join with the police and the courts. At least
400 lives can be saved each year.”

Among other propaganda which has been effec-
tive in keeping the idea of safe driving before
the public is the action of one of the municipal
judges in broadcasting each week his court hear-
ings of traffic law violations.

Pamphlets on Safety

As an indication of what industrial concerns
are doing in instructing their salesmen and truck
drivers in safety, an elaborate pamphlet issued to
all employes by Swift & Company is a good ex-
ample.

“More than 9 out of every 10 automobile acci-
dents are traceable to haste of one form or an-
other,” one of the statements in the pamphlet says,
“and all of these 9 are preventable. Not in all
cases is speed the only factor—but it is the grim
specter which contributes to the severity and fre-
quency of accidents.”

On braking for a quick stop, the pamphlet has
this to say:

“Have you ever tried to stop within 40 feet,
going only 20 miles an hour? Or within 100 feet
going just 40 miles an hour? It can’t be done.

“At a speed of 20 miles an hour a car is trav-
eling 29 feet a second. During the interval of
the driver’s mental reaction to an emergency (34
of a second, on the average), it travels 22 feet.
The braking distance is 25 feet. And the total
distance required for stopping is 47 feet.

“At 40 miles an hour, the car is traveling 59
feet a second. The total stopping distance is 115
feet. For 60 miles per hour the car is traveling
88 feet a second and the total stopping distance
is 226 feet.”

Advice to Pedestrians
For pedestrians the pamphlet has this advice:
“Observe the following simple rules, and you

have a much better chance to live a long and
happy life:

1. Look all ways before crossing a street.
2. Watch the stop-lights. They change quickly.

3. Cross streets at intersections, not in the
middle of the block.

4. When walking on the highway the left side
of the road is the right side for safety.

5. Keep your umbrella high and your packages
low for clear vision.

6. Conversations while crossing streets or
highways are often cut short—permanently.

7. At the wheel—beware of parked cars. A
child or adult may step from behind one of them.

8. Be prepared!”
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KEEPING ’EM ROLLING
Cottage Grove, North and Kedzie
the Leaders

Cottage Grove stands at the head of the list
for December, 1935, with 15,824 miles per pull-
in due to equipment failure. This figure gives
them a 56.9 per cent increase over last month.

North follows with 10,089 miles per pull-in,
and Kedzie is third with 9,842 miles per pull-in.
Kedzie had an increase this month of 584 per
cent, which is the highest increase for the
month,

The individual records are as follows:

Zero Mileage Per  Pct. Inc.
Rank Carhouse Days Pull-In or Dec.
1 Cottage Grove 9 15,824 56.9
2 North 3 10,089 9.7%
3 Kedzie 2 9,842 58.4
4 Division 7 7,770 6.7
5 Burnside 6 7,118 1.2*
6 Lawndale 5 6,900 52.0*
7 69th 1 6,876 15:2*
8 Devon i 6,838 Si9®
9 Archer 1 6,072 15:3
10 Elston 6 6,066 SH 7
11 Lincoln 1 4,837 S
12 Noble 8 4,739 6.4*
13 Armitage 2 4,722 47.3*
14 Limits 5 3,237 20.9*
15 77th ) 2,482 12.5%
16 Blue Island e 2,182 11:2%
56 5,259 8.6*

*Denotes decrease.
Carhouse records for the past six months:

Carhouse Dec. Nov.: Oct. Sept. Aug. July
Cottage Grove 1 4 3 ) 1 8
North 2 3 7 8 13 11
Kedzie 3 10 14 13 15 13
Division 4 7 16 12 16 14
Burnside 5 9 2 1 10 1
Lawndale 6 1 6 2 4 4
69th 7 6 12 10 6 7
Devon 8 8 5 7 7 5
Archer 9 11 11 14 11 12
[lston 10 2 1 15 5 2
Lincoln 11 13 10 11 8 6
Noble 12 12 15 S 14 10
Armitage 13 5 9 9 9 16
Limits 14 14 13 6 2 3
77th 15 15 4 4 3 9
Blue Island 16 16 8 16 12 15

ROUNDING UP WITNESSES
System Average Shows Considerable Gain in
November—Burnside Still on Top

The average for the system in the rounding
up witnesses contest went up from 3.39 in
October to 3.50 for November. The two lead-
ers, Burnside and Lawndale-Blue Island, did
not change their positions.

Sixty-ninth Street lost its gain and slipped
back to seventh place from third place in Oc-
tober, and Kedzie dropped from fifth to eighth
position. Substantial advances were made by
Cottage Grove, from sixth to third place,
Elston-Noble, from seventh to fourth place,
Archer, from cighth to fifth place, and North
Avenue, from eleventh to ninth place.

Detailed figures are as follows:

Nov. Oct. Sept. Aug.
14 Burnside Vs iadn < 4.50 4.57(¢ 1) 4.77( 1) 4.18( 1)
2. Lawn.-Blue Isl. .26 3.90( 2) 4.15( 2) 3.88( 4)
3. Cottage Grove ...4.02 3.65( 6) 3.80( 3) 3.56( 8)
4. Elston-Noble .....3.87 3.48( 7) 3.58( 5) 3.91( 3)
SulATCher i ki i 3.74 3.22( 8) 3.61( 4) 3.85( 5)
6. 77th Street ......3 3.66 3.70( 4) 3.45( 6) 3.68( 7)
7., 69th Street ......J 3.64- 3.77( 3) 3.25( 8) 3.72( 6)
8. Kedzie ... vwas +:3:35¢ 3169/( 5) 319 9) 3.31(¢ 9)
9. North Avenue ,...3.25 2.89(11) .3.12(10) 3.04(10)
10. Limits-Devon ....3.06 3.08( 9) 2.94(11) 2.80(11)
T TEINCOM ¢ viaia % onebieore 2,98 2.98(10) 38.35( 7) 3.94( 2)
12. Armitage-Div. ..2.34 2.58(12) 2.52(12) 2.55(12)

Aver, for System..3.50 3.39 3.36 3.41

TWICE AROUND THE WORLD

In the past 914 years Joseph Kajohn, 5320
Fletcher street, figures that he has ridden far
enough on street cars in Chicago to take him
around the world 2% times.

“I work for the Crane Company at 4100
South Kedzie avenue,” Mr. Kajohn says. “It
is 12 miles each way from my home to my
place of employment, or 25 miles round trip.
I make the trip daily by street car and the
total number of miles traveled in the past 914
years is exactly 64,500.

“In traveling to and from work I encount-
cred delays in bad weather but these were in
no way the fault of the street car service but
were due to automobiles and other vehicles
causing traffic jams. It surely seems the Chi-
cago Surface Lines, which I call the ‘Service
Lines’ certainly deserve the respect of all street
car riders. Riders do not realize the number
of miles one can travel at so little cost. It
seems unbelievable that I have traveled 64,500
miles or better than 214 times around the
world for only $361.20.”

BREEDS TOY DOGS
Joseph Aldridge of Grand and Leavitt
Has Interesting and Profitable Hobby

Breeding toy black and tan dogs is the hobby
of Joseph Aldridge, watchman at Grand and
Leavitt and veteran employe whose services
date back to 1908. He has followed this hobby
for the past 40 years.

The dogs, known as toy Manchester terriers,
are very popular. They vary in weight from 3
to 9 pounds and are readily recognized because
of their pointed ears set close together.

Mr. Aldridge’s dogs have won honors in prac-
tically every show in which they have been
entered. One of his dogs, “My King Toy,” was
country-wide champion of this breed from 1930
to 1935, and 4 other champions have brought to
Mr. Aldridge a large number of medals and
ribbons. No other breeder of this kind of dog
has won so many honors,

“My King Toy” Prize Dog Owned by Joseph
Aldridge.
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Well Known Employes Die

Number of Men Prominent in Service Claimed by Death
During Month—Complete List of Deaths

Death laid a heavy hand on the Surface
Lines organization during the past month and
claimed some of the oldest and best known
employes,

Supervisor John O. Hays, 52, was struck by
a hit-and-run automobile while he was assisting
boarding street car passengers at Madison and
Rockwell streets Sunday afternoon, December
15, and died in the Washington boulevard hos-
pital the following Tuesday. Mr. Hays was a
brother of Division Superintendent R. .. Hays
and was very popular among employes in the
train force.

The automobile which struck him ran
through the crowd boarding the street car
and the driver, James Finnerty, 119 South Oak-
ley boulevard, immediately abandoned the car
and ran away on foot. He was afterward ap-
prehended and taken to the Warren avenue
police station. Supervisor Hays was taken to
the hospital in a cab.

Mr. Hays began his Surface Lines service in
1908 as a motorman at the Kedzie depot. He
was promoted to the position of supervisor
several years ago. e resided at 11 North
[.ong avenue with his wife and three children,
who survive him.

R. C. Marsden Dies

Robert C. Marsden, who had been employed
in the Shops Department since March, 1886,
and was well known among the employes of
the system, died December
15 after a short illness. The
funeral was held at the
Park Manor Congregational
church on December 17, and
interment was in Fairmount
cemetery. A wife and three
daughters survive,

Born in Blackburn, Fng-
land, FFebruary 14, 1853, Mr.
Marsden came to the
United States in 1885 and
secured employment.in the
Shops Department the fol-
lowing year. IFor a number
of years he held the posi-
tions of foreman of the car repair department
and assistant foreman in the woodmill depart-
ment. He was one of the organizers of the
Mutual Aid Association in 1894 and was one
of the committee of three selected to frame
the by-laws of this organization.

Mr. Marsden was a member of the Lakeside
A. F. and A. M. and was very active in that
organization.

Robert C. Marsden

Peter A. Bergman

Another old and highly respected employe
of the Shops Department, Peter A. Bergiman,
died December 21 at the Wesley Memorial hos-
pital- after a brief illness. The funeral was
held on December 26 from Starr’s chapel. In-
terment was in Oak Hill cemetery under the
auspices of the Masonic I'raternity.

Mr. Bergman was born at Warmland. Swe-
den, February 6, 1860, and came to the United

States in 1886. He secured employment in the
Shops Department in December, 1890, and at
the time of his death held the position of fore-
man of the woodmill department. He was a
member of the John Erickson Lodge No. 361,
I. O. O. F.; Fromat Loodge No. 133, V. O. of
America; Home Lodge No. 508, A. I'. and A.
M.; and the North Star Lodge. His widow,
one son and two daughters survive.

Dies in Automobile

Sudden death overtook Joseph O’Connor, 47,
track superintendent of the southern division
of the Track and Roadway Department, on De-
cember 30 as he was driving
his automobile at 71st and
Halsted streets. His death
was caused by heart discase.

Albert Dyke, 8350 South
IL.a Salle street, was riding
in the car with him and saw
him suddenly slump down
over the wheel. Mr. Dyke
seized the steering wheel
and as soon as he could get
in the driver’s position
drove to St. Bernard’s hos-
pital, but physicians stated
that Mr. O’Connor had died
instantly. Mr. O’Connor’s
employment dates from 1905, when he began
working for the Chicago City Railway Com-
pany during school vacation periods. After
graduating from Armour Institute in 1907 he
was given a permanent position as material
clerk in the Track and Roadway department
and served in various capacities until May,
1922, when he was appointed superintendent
of the southern division.

Funeral services were held on January 2
from St. Felicitas church and interment was in
the Holy Sepulchre cemetery. His widow and 12
children, ranging in age from 3 to 21 survive.

Joseph O’Connor

Deaths in December

The complete list of deaths during Decem-
ber follows:

Transportation—Division 1, Cottage Grove:
Robert C. Cunningham, employed October 26,
1889, died December 14, 1935.

Division 3, Seventy-seventh: Martin Duhig,
employed March 25, 1897, died December 19,
1935; John McGranahan, employed March 2,
1898, died December 19, 1935; Frank Nelson, em-
ployed June 22, 1910, died December 9, 1935;
Joseph Ed Wolfe, employed January 23, 1917,
died December 14, 1935.

Division 4, Sixty-ninth: Soren W. Jensen,
cmgloycd July 30, 1914, died December 20,
1935.

Division 6, Blue Isand-Lawndale: Albert
Rempert, employed November 18, 1907, died
December 20, 1935.

Division 7, Kedzie: John Oscar Hays, em-
1)10%7cd January 14, 1908, died December 17,
1935.

Division 12, Devon-Limits: James R. Randall,

(Continued on page 12)






























