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More Safety
PPhotos

AERIAL SAFETY

Safety devices such as those Lineman Adam Gablin
uses here, together with the effort by employes to work
in a safe manner, helped Electrical Department workers
slash their lost-time accidents nearly 31% and their
number of accidents more than 14% during the recently-
ended fiscal year.

Protecting Adam as he and his fellow workers move
feeder cable from an old to a new pole line are his
safety belt, the rubber hose where his shoulder lifts
the cable, and the blankets—one over the metal cross
arm, and a rubber one between him and the metal
pole—which keep him from possible shock.

Guarding his fellow workers on the ground from
injury by falling tools is the canvas bucket in which
such things are raised and lowered.

SAFETY-MINDED TRAINMEN

Typical of the 5,301 trainmen presented certificates this month for having no chargeable accidents during
the recently-ended fiscal year are these fellows who are celebrating the occasion with “coffee and."”

Clockwise around table, starting at left, they are: Bus Operator Augie Johnson, of North, who has had
no chargeable accidents
for the last 11 years; and
these men who have had
none for the last 14 years,
during which no-accident
records have been kept in
their present form: Motor-
man Emil Fefeber, of Lim-
its; Operator Ed Wangero,
of Burnside, and Motor-
man Pat Flynn, of Archer.

These men, whose no-
accident records total 53
years, with other safety-
minded trainmen, cut ac-
cident fatalities last year
to the lowest number in
the System’s history.




NURFACE NERVICE MAGAZINE

A Monthly Publication by and for Chicago S

Surface Lines Employes

VOL. 18

APRIL,

1941 No. 1

Old Man Acecident Treated
Roughly by System

LD MAN ACCIDENT found life pret-

ty tough and unpleasant around the
Surface Lines during the recently-ended fiscal
year. Almost every department went to work
on him with very gratifying results.

In the Transportation Department, train-
men cut accident fatalities, as shown in the
accompanying graph, to the lowest number in
the System’s history

Workers in South and West Shops did
their part by reducing their lost-time acci-
dents nearly 279 below the total for the
previous year.

Track Department men, continuing their

Front and Back Covers

HE COVERS of this issue, to-

gether with the stories begin-
ning on this page and on page 16,
pay tribute to the safety efforts of
employes in all departments during
the recently-ended fiscal year.

On the front cover, Sam Bajovich
(right), of the Track Department,
shows Sam Fricano a piece of glass
from his left goggle lens, which was
shattered when a stone chip flew up
from his maul. His eye was unin-
jured.

On the back cover, John Roman-
cik, of West Shops, works at a punch
press, part of which is aluminum-
painted to throw light back on his
work and help prevent accidents.
Gears of the press are housed in wire
to protect passers-by from injury.
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RECORD LOW IN FATALITIES

Trainmen cut accident fatalities to a record low
in the System’s history during the recently-ended
fiscal year.

Accident fatalities now are 57% below the
average yearly number during the first five years
of unification—1914 to 1918, inclusive.

determined attack on lost-eye accidents, com-
pleted their third consecutive year without a
single injury of that type.

Electrical Department workers decreased
their lost-time injuries nearly 319, and their
total number of injuries 14.3%.

Other Groups Make Good Records

Men in the Car and Bus Repair Depart-
ments slashed their lost-time accidents 40%:;
and Building Department and Utility Depart-
ment employes cut their total number of
accidents by 16.79% and nearly six per cent,
respectively.

Particularly stinging blows to Old Man
Accident were South Shops’ 57.29, reduction
in lost-time injuries during the last six months
of 1940, and the Car and Bus Repair De-
partments’ decrease of 35.7% in similar mis-



haps during the first six months of the year.

For their enviable achievements, both
groups of workers won safety plaques from
the Greater Chicago Safety Council. Car and
Bus Repair workers already have their award.
South Shops’ men will be presented theirs
next month.

The reduction of accident fatalities to an
all-time low wasn’t the only good record
chalked up during the year by the Transpor-
tation Department.

Many Get No-Accident Cards

Early this month certificates were pre-
sented 5,301 of the motormen, operators and
conductors who had no chargeable accidents
throughout the year. Their names, inciden-
tally, are listed in the story beginning on
page 16.

Of the trainmen who had no chargeable
accidents last year, 283 have had none for
the last 14 years—the period during which
the no-accident records have been kept in
their present form.

Three hundred and sixty-five of the group
have had no accidents for the last 13 years;
420 for 12 years; 488 for 11 years; 521 for
10 years; 571 for nine years; 624 for eight
years; 723 for seven years; 862 for six years;
1,114 for five years; 1,568 for four years;
2,256 for three years, and 3,301 for two years.

In reviewing the System’s safety showing
for the year, William Pasche, supervisor of
accident prevention, said: “All departments
have gone a long way toward stamping out
the more serious employe accidents, but
smaller mishaps still are a problem.

Falls Cause Numerous Injuries

“Common, ordinary falls,” he went on,
“cause a great part of the lost-time accidents
in each department. In the Electrical Depart-
ment, for example, the bulk of injuries weren’t
due to electric shocks or burns. Falls were
the villains.

“In other departments — particularly in
Transportation, Shops and Equipment and
Car and Bus Repair—the story is the same.
“For that reason, ‘Watch Your Step’ is a
good motto for any employe—whether line-
man, trainman, car repairer, or track, shops
or office worker.

“After falls,” he stated, “lifting strains

CAVALRY CAPTAIN

Cavalry Cap-
tain Leigh Hunt,
a Surface Lines
attorney, was
called into ac-
tive service by
the reserve corps

on March 28.

Stationed now
at Fort Knox in
Kentucky, he is
receiving special
training with «
mechanized cav-
alry unit.

If his expe-
rience follows
that of many who
have preceded
him in the Fort
Knox
program, he will,
after a few

training

months of train-
ing, be sent out
to help develop
and train new
mechanized cav-

alry units.

and injuries from falling objects are the mis-
haps which most frequently cause lost time.
Though the greater part of these injuries
aren’t serious, the total amount of lost time
they cause is large.

Other Mishaps Could Be Decreased

“Most numerous in Track, Shops and
Equipment and Car and Bus Repair Depart-
ments, these two types of injuries would al-
most vanish if:

“(1) no employe would try to lift more
than a safe load;

“(2) all employes who handle heavy loads
would wear steel-toed safety shoes.”

Summing up the System’s record, Mr.
Pasche said: “It was, for the most part, very
good. If all employes will watch as closely
for small accidents as they have proved they
watch for big ones, this year’s record can’t
help but be even better.”
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Lost Art of Stop-Calling
Ought to Be Found

GIVING PASSENGER A HAND

"Here's where you wanted to get off,” this
smiling conductor tells a rider, who had requested
a particular street.

Nothing can do more to eliminate from the pas-
sengers’ minds the worry that they will pass their
destinations than the courteous service this photo
illustrates.

TELLING CAR’S ROUTE

“No, ma’am, we don’t run on State Street; the
car you want is right behind,” the conductor tells
a shopping-bound housewife.

Letting passengers know what car they are get-
ting on and calling all stops after they are in the
car cuts down on extra, time-wasting stops which
make it difficult for the motorman to keep the car
on schedule.

APRIL, 1941

HERE'S A LOST art among a large
M number of Surface Lines conductors and
operators which ought to be found and put

into effect again as soon as possible—the
practice of stop-calling!
Far too few of these trainmen are re-

membering, says Superintendent of Trans-
portation W. A. Hall, that street car pas-
sengers are entitled not only to transporta-
tion, but also to courteous and helpful serv-
ice.

Puts Riders at Ease

“There is no service they can perform,”
said Mr. Hall, “that will put a greater num-
ber of passengers—both occasional and vet-
eran riders—at ease than to call all stops in
a pleasant and distinct voice. Particularly
important are railroad and ‘L’ stations, bus
terminals and streets on which other car or
bus lines operate.”

Many daily passengers like to read as they
ride. If the conductor or operator neglects

ROUSING DREAMING RIDER

“Your street’s the next stop,” Conductor James
Corbett, of North Depot, tells a day-dreaming pas-
senger.

Entirely aside from the courtesy angle, the service
shown in this photo may prevent an accident.

If the passenger should pass his destination, he
might suddenly realize it and dash for the nearest
exit, calling out that he wants to get off.

A quick stop by the motorman could throw him
and any riders in the aisle to the floor, causing
injuries and lawsuits.



stop-calling, they may keep their attention
on their newspapers or books until they are
past where they wanted to get off.

Many Unfamiliar with City

Others, a far greater number than com-
monly realized, are either unfamiliar with
Chicago, the neighborhood or with the line
on which they are travelling. They, especial-
ly, rely on stops being called.

Probably many of these two types of
passengers, particularly daily riders, will
manage to get off at their destinations

whether or not the conductor or operator
does them the courtesy of calling stops.
However, instead of being able to sit back
comfortably and relax, they will spend much
of their ride twisting and anxiously craning
their necks to look for familiar landmarks
or street numbers.

Entirely aside from the fact that con-
ductors owe passengers the courtesy of let-
ting them know which stop the car is ap-
proaching, just as motormen owe them a
safe, smooth ride, the Surface Lines, Mr. Hall
explained, has two especially important rea-
sons for desiring that courtesy.

Stop-Calling Reduces Falls

“One reason is that it reduces falls in the
car and alighting accidents,” continued Mr.
Hall. “When a passenger suddenly realizes
that he has passed his destination, hurries
for the nearest exit, then calls out that he
wants to get off, the motorman may stop
the car so abruptly that the passenger and
others standing in the aisle are thrown to
the floor.

“The second reason for stop-calling is that
it helps the motorman or operator to keep
his car on schedule. A motorman who con-
stantly has trouble in staying on schedule
probably has a conductor who doesn’t bother
about calling streets and, for this reason, is
frequently forced to signal a time-wasting
second stop at intersections. Any operator
with the same difficulty probably is neglect-
ing an important part of his job.

“From any angle, it is regrettable that the
art of stop-calling is a lost one. The sooner
that all conductors and operators find it again,
the easier their daily jobs will be, and the
better they will serve and please the riders
whose fares pay all our wages.”
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23 Male Employes Die
During March

WENTY-THREE Surface Lines em-
ployes, all men, died during March. They
were:
® Shops and Equipment—Armitage: James J.
Cairns, employed July, 1919; died March 17.

Lawndale: James Guy, employed April,
1886; died March 1.

North Avenue: William Egentowicz, em-
ployed November, 1918; died March 20.
Henry Pauly, employed August, 1919; died
March 9.

West Shops: Raymond D. Allen, employed
February, 1929; died March 28.

" Track—George Caldwell employed Sep-
tember, 1930; died March 9. Thomas Dono-
hue, employed May, 1936; died March 28.

= Transportation—Archer: Alecks Hamrin,
employed August, 1906; died March 17. Jay
K. Marks, employed September, 1917; died
March 29.

Blue Island: John M. Maloney, employed
February, 1917; died March 16.

Burnside: Tona S. White, employed May,
1911; died March 31.

Cottage Grove: Walter M. Johnson, em-
ployed October, 1899; died March 7.

Devon: Lawrence S. Olson, employed Sep-
tember, 1927; died March 21.

Division: Sevrin B. Simonsen, employed
August, 1907; died March 20.

Elston: George W. Ward, employed August,
1907; died March 29.

Kedzie: Willis E. Cady, employed October,

Surface Service Magazine
Has New Type Dress

HIS ISSUE of SURFACE SERVICE MAGA-
ZINE—just in case you haven’t noticed
—is all togged out in a new type dress.

The new print not only is larger and more
readable than that formerly used, but also
has a greater amount of white space between
lines.

Although your magazine, which celebrates
its 18th birthday with this issue, has been
changed typographically, its policy of re-
porting once each month things of interest
about the System and about the folks who
“make it tick” will go on as before.

SURFACE SERVICE MAGAZINE



Burnside Leads in Keep
’Em Rolling Contest

| URNSIDE, which spurted from sixth
place into first place in the keep ’em
rolling contest during February, held fast to
its hard-won lead last month
Its average of 9,585 miles per pull-in due
to equipment failures was an increase of more
than 18% over its February showing.
Second and third place during March fell
to Lawndale and 69th, respectively.

Pet.
Z.ero Miles per Ine. or
Rank Carhouse Days Pull-In Decrease
1 Burnside ... . 10 9,585 18.56
2 Lawndale ... 7 7,331 7.6
3 Sixty-Ninth . 1 7,092 20.3
4 Division ... 5 5,403 5.9
5 Armitage ... 2 LO*
6 Cottage Grove
T Devon .
8 Archer ... -
9 Seventy-Seventh
10 Kedzie ..
11 Blue Island 2
12 North ...
13 Elston .. 4
14 Limits . 1
15 Lincoln . 1 3,288
16 Noble 2,790

“Indicates decrease.

216 Active Cases Listed on
Employes Relief Roll

HE SURFACE LINES Employes Relief
Committee received 12 applications for
relief during March. After investigation,
nine were approved for assistance. There were
216 active cases on the relief rolls at the
month’s close, seven having been removed by
death or other causes.
Including the $8,389 spent during March,
a total of $1,560,529 has been paid out of the
relief fund since the organization of the com-
mittee.

Legion Post’s Show Pleases
Hines Hospital Vets

OLLOWING the recent variety show,

sponsored by members of Surface Lines
Post No. 146 of the American Legion, before
patients at Hines Hospital, John R. O’Con-
nor, recreation aide at the hospital, sent the
group’s thanks to Commander Otto Malinow-
ski of the Surface Lines.

“No one ever showed the boys a better
time,” wrote Mr. O’Connor. “Thanks for
your wonderful show, and your generosity in
supplying all the boys with cigarettes.”

Drafted Men May Receive
Magazine at Camps

URIFACE LINES men who are, or

have been, called up for a year’s
military training may receive monthly
copies of SURFACE SERVICE MAGAZINE
at their respective camps.

All correspondents for the magazine
have been advised of what information
should be mailed to the Public Rela-
tions Department so that any of these
men may be put on the mailing list.

[f there are any men in your depot,
shop or office who have been called into
service, please give the correspondent
for your group a hand by notifying him
or her.

Men called up for service in the fu-
ture should notify the correspondents
of their camp address.

1915; died March 14.

Lawndale: Thomas Curry, employed De-
cember, 1919; died March 15. James B.
Jenks, employed January, 1898; died March
235

Limits: Joseph Busscher, employed March,
1923; died March 2.

Noble: John Wieczorek, employed
1918; died March 27.

North: William J.
1909; died March 22.

Seventy-Seventh: Patrick Malloy,
ployed June, 1916; died March 7.

B Utility—James W. Woods, employed No-
vember, 1921; died March 29.

fay,
Beers, employed May,

em-
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Don’t Let Your Horse Fall
or There’ll Be Trouble!

ce O MANY cases of horses falling have

occurred of late that the attention of
drivers is hereby called to the necessity of
keeping a taut line,” wrote Superintendent
C. B. Holmes of the Chicago City Railway
Company in an order to employes in May,
1876.

“Every driver who allows a horse to fall,”
the order, written in longhand, continued,
“will be suspended until the case shall be
investigated.”
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A Thing to Crow About

MERICA HAS fought in six major wars
since its birth. In those wars, totaling
15 years, 244,357 soldiers were killed.

Although that’s a staggering number, nearly
twice as many persons in this country were
killed in traffic accidents during the 15 years
from 1926 through 1940. And that’s not the
worst part of the story!

In 1926, traffic deaths numbered 23450.
In 1940, after climbing higher almost every
year, they totaled an estimated 34,400.

With such a national increase, we of the
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“I'll have to ask the Legal Department if it's okay.”

Surface Lines may justifiably pat ourselves
on the back, for accident fatalities on the
System during the same period have decreased.

And, what’s more, they have decreased
nearly as sharply as national accident fatali-
ties have increased!

To make the picture still brighter, the Sys-
tem’s 10,000 conductors, motormen and oper-
ators, as shown on the front-page graph,
established a record low in accident fatalities
for the recently-ended fiscal year.

That low was 68% under the fatality high
mark for the year ended January 31, 1918.

If that isn’t something to CROW about, we
don’t know what is!

The Transportation Department’s showing
wasn’t the only bright spot in the System’s
safety record for the year. Workers in Track,
Shops and Equipment, Electrical, Building,
Utility and Car and Bus Repair Departments
also rolled up their sleeves and went to work
on accidents! Turn to the front-page story
for an -account of that.

Sauce for the Gander

NCE THERE WAS a finicky fellow who
was a stickler for safety—for everyone
but himself.

This hazard hater was terrifically tough
when he spotted a safety snag anywhere but
in his own precinct.

He would roar with rage if he caught a
Reckless Rookie without safety shoes.

He would foam with fury if some Careless
Charley slipped up on a rigid rule.

To him, a guy without goggles was as over-
exposed as Admiral Byrd searching for the
South Pole in a silk sarong.

But he wouldn’t take his own medicine!

He figured that accidents would recognize
him as their master and let him alone. So
the only safety equipment he wore was a
smug look.

One day he leaned over a grinding wheel
to make sure everything was okay.

A metal chip flew up and bopped him in
the left eye harder than Joe Louis’s right.

After that, he practiced what he screeched.

Moral: 1t’s a poor cook who won’t eat his

own hash!
Courtesy National Safety Council, Ine.
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