CTA to build
new Kedzie garage

A modern bus garage is to be built on the 93-year-
old site of the Kedzie garage at Kedzie avenue and Van
Buren street.

To facilitate construction of the new garage, 685
operators from Kedzie, along with the 225 buses as-
signed there, have been transferred to the revamped
Lawndale garage, Ogden avenue and Pulaski road, and
to other garages.

Twenty bus routes were reassigned from Kedzie,
Lawndale, which had beenunused as a bus garage since
1972,now has nine of the Kedzie routes assigned there.
The North Avenue garage has four routes, and the re-
maining routes have been assigned to other garages.

Harold Geissenheimer, manager, General Opera-
tions Division, told the Chicago Transit Board at its
Sept. 5 meeting that Lawndale has '"been reopened as
a staging area in order to implement our garage con-
struction program. The garage designated with the
highest priority for replacement was the Kedzie
garage,'

Geissenheimer said that the new Kedzie garage is
to be ready for operation by 1982, This garage is to
be one story high with about 336,000 square feet of
floor space to accommodate 250 buses.

Len Wiksten, director, Plant Maintenance, said
work on refurbishing Lawndale garage started on
June 195,

Several hundred maintenance department personnel
worked on various parts of rejuvinating the closed
garage and moving facilities from Kedzie garage.
Lawndale was ready for operation Sept. 2.

Leading the project and coordinating the workers
were Walter Hallford, superintendent, Building and
Grounds; Paul Swanson, superintendent, Maintenance
Engineering, and Walter Gaedtke, superintendent,
Power and Way. (continued on page 2)

Phyllis McCoy and Stephanie Scales prepare for their runs in the
Lawndale train room.

Assigning one of the last runs at Kedzie garage (left to right): Ray
Colello, assistant superindent; Lorenzo Rodriguez, Leon Richman
and Martin Dzincioloski.

Enjoying their last day in the Kedzie train room (left to right): Billie
Jones, Cleophus McGee, Charles Barr, Collins Scott, Curtis Coleman
and James McDonald (standing).

i

Ray Colello, Esteban Lleras and Reuben Muzzall loading equipment
for move to Lawndale garage.
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