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FOR HidEDIATE HELEASE

substitution of buses for streetcars, tentatively scheduled for
JvIay30, 1954, on five CTA surface. routes will mark the end of cht.cagoi s
old red streetcar lines, tvalter J. I,Iccarter,CTA general manager,
announced today.

In this latest modernization move, a total of 185 red cars, most
of which have been in operation for nearly half a century, will be re-
placed by 235 buses on the Halste~ Halsted-Downtown rush hour service,
Kedzie, cermak and Lake routes. On Halsted :::;treet,and Halsted-
Downtown, 127 buses will be used in place of 97 streetcars; on Kedzie,
66 buses instead of 48 streetcars; on cermak, 25 buses instead of 24
streetcars; and on Lake street, 17 buses instead of 16 streetcars.
Buses have been and are presently operating week-ends on both the
Kedzie and Halsted lines, and on saturdays on the Halsted-Downtown
line.

Approximately 298,000 daily riders on these lines will benefit
from the smooth-riding, rubber-tired, noise-proofed equipment, operat-
ed with less waiting time between vehicles than under the present
schedules.

\Jith the conver-s Lon of these lines, only four stneetcar routes
will be left on the CTA s:ystem -- Hestern Avenue, Clark-Wentworth,

I

Broadway-state and co~ta6e Grove. The latter are all completely
equipped with modern, noise-insulated YiGreen Hornet" streetcars. The
conversion will also eliminate Limits and Kedzie stations as street-
car barns. These two locations are in the process of being changed
over to accommodate buses and will become bus garages exclusively.

Buses on the lin~3 being converted will follow substantially
the same routes as the present streetcars, w i t h the exception of Lake
street. On Lake, the buses will operate into the LooP instead of
stopping at clinton street, the present streetcar terminal. This
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change will considerably 'improve the convenience of the service on that

line by making direct transfer connections with elevated, subway and

other surface routes in the LooP area.

ldhen the CTAstarted as an operating organization on october 1,

1947, in excess of 3,200 streetcars, most of them the old red type,

were in use on Chicago'S streets. The old Hreds,fI after nearly 50

years, have only lately been di sapp ear-Lng from the Cl'!icago transit

scene. 'vJith this Lacest change) none of them will be scheduled for

regular service, but some will be held in reserve for emergency use

to supplement the modern fleet of cars when necessary. Approximately

385 streamlined I'Green Hornetl1 streetcars will provide regular service

on the remaining streetcar lines. Altogether CTAhas invested more

than ~90,000,000in streamlined cars and buses, and in modernizing

other facilities since the start of its modernization program.'

·1
To note and record the passing of the red streetcar lines, the

central Electric Railfansl Association has chartered one of the old

red cars for a railfan trip on Sunday, l-1ay16.

Starting at 8:00 A.H. from 77th ~treet station, they mll proceed

south and west to 79th and Halsted,north to Archer, northeast to

clark and north to the crossover at Loth street. Reversing direction,

the car will proceed south to Cermak and west to Kenton where another

reverse in direction will be made east on Cermak to Kedzie, north to

Lake, east to Halsted, north to Broadway and Irving park, west to clark

north to Devon, west to vJestern and south to 79th street. Another

reverse in d.i.r ect.Lon will bring the car north 'i.n i}estern to 69th, 'then

east and south to -t:.iv' d~pot at 77th and Vincennes.
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:,;ltops wil be ilBde at. vuiou$ ocat Lcns to permit the rail fans

to take photogr-a.pb5 a:;Jd insp.ect. stored. e~u1pJ:!e:nt.. Time (1),'1:'. for lunch

will be ta!kon when the car reaches t.he De"ion t'lt tion~ 'fheent1rc
trlp will COfiS\,l.m~ approJtimat>l!117i hours ••



ROUTE FOR STREETCAR TOUR-
r

Excursion will begin at 77th Street carbarn. The following rout-
ing will be used, and photo stops made as indicated:

Southwest in Vincennes to 79th Street, West in 79th Street to
Emerald Avenue, South in Emerald Avenue to terminal.
Photo stop 1 - At 79th and Halsted Street terminal car(s)
will pull in on far track and stop clear of Emerald Avenue.
This will allow free passage for buses into terminal. The
stop will be ten minutes in duration and will allow a complete
ticket recheck before actual start of trip. .

.North on Halsted to 38th Place. There will' be a twenty minute
layover for inspection of storage yard. Members wish to photo-
graph work equipment at this location.
Leaving the 38th Street the cars will proceed North in Halsted
to Archer Avenue, Northeast in ArCher Avenue to Clark street,
North in Clark to crossover North of 18th Street. At this .
point the car(s) will take the cr-o sscve r and run South in Clark -
street to Cermak Road.
Photo stop 3 - At Clark and Cermak the car(s) will halt on Clar~

'7', street North of the intersection. A ten minute stop will be
made here for photos. No regular runs use the Southbound
track, vehicular traffic is very light. The trip will 'then
move into Cermak Road and run non=s top Westbound' to Kenton '0
Avenue. The car(s) will then take the crossdyer and follow a~ L\
regular cermak Road car East. )
Continue Eastbound in Cermak Road to Kedzie Avenue. At Kedzle
the Car(s) will pull across the intersection and then take the
switch into Kedzie (see detail on map). Trip will then con-
tinue North on Kedzie t~ Lake Street, rup West in Lake street~
to Austin Avenue. At Austin the special Car(s) will take the
regular crossover and follow the regular Lake Street run.
Eastbound non-stop to Clinton Street. At Clinton the trip cars
will take the crossover and return West to Halsted. The trip
wHl then continue North in Halsted to Chicago Avenue. At Chicag.o
Avenue the car(s) will use the emergency routing around the
Chicago River Bridge Reconstruction project. The trip will
proceed East in Chicago Avenue to Larrabee Street, North on
Larrabee to Crosby street, Northwest to Division Street. In the
event that this routing is not being used on this day by the
Halsted Street buses a photo stop will be made with the Car(s)
remaining'on Crosby street.
From here the trip \iill continue West in Division S1;reet to
Halsted, then North in Halsted to Broadway, North in Broadway
to Irving Park, West in Irving Park to point just West of North.,.
South "LII structure.



After the .lunch and inspection stop at Devon-Clark, the car(s)
will proceed Ea,s.t in .schreiber to Clark, South in Clark to
D"evon,west .Lrr Devon to Western Avenue,' and South in Western to Ard-
more Avenue.

Photo stop 7 - c~r(s) will pull into the safety island at W-estern
ami Ardmore and unload. The-stop will be ten minutes in dura-
tion. - No-interference with the- street traffic is anticipated
sinee the street is over' s~x lanes wide at:..this point. -There is
no regularstre~tcar ser~iceover this sectio:p.

From western Avenue and Ardmore Avenue the Car(s): will operate
S_outhin Western Jt.venuenon-stop to-79thStreet."At 79th Street
thecar(s) will loop and r_eturn North to 69th Street. The car(s)
will then take the switch and oper_at,eEast in 69th Street to'
Vincennes Avenue. At Vincenn_esthe Car(s) w,ill take the switch
and l>ull Ndr'thbound-intaVinc~~~es Avenue-. -,

Photo stop 8 - Upon arrivIng at 69th Street: and-V:1.hc.emlesthe
car(s) wil'l stop in 69th St,reet and Unload thpse deSiring to
take pictures. Th~ car(s) ,wlll then pU.ll Lrrto- Vincennes' head
North about 200 feet to clear the crossover. They ~ill then
take the crossover and pull up to the intersection where they
wil.l reload. ' -

From 69th Street and Vincennes Avenue t~e cares) will proceed
southwest in Vin.cennes to 78th street where theY-will pull into
barn tracks. At this point the trip will terminate. some of the
·memberswould like to photograph the experimental PCC's which
are stored outside at 77th street Shops, also some of the other
older equipment~, No member is allowed to take, photos of 'any

.;-. car which has been in an accident. -

Photo stop 6 - car(s) will pull under "L" structure and across
Milwaukee Railroad tracks and stop. This will be a ten minute
stop for photos of th~ car(s) w1.th th~ "L" structure in the
.bac~round. Irving park is four traffic lanes wide at this
point and no int.erference with either the trolley buses or
vehl,cula~ traffIcls anticipat~d.

, . ','. . ,-.' ::" ~.' "

The trip will then .cont.Lnuew~st _in Irving park' to 'Clark and the
North on Clark street to Devon Avenue. At Devon and Clark the
car(s) will ,discharge thei-r passengers and layover -on Schreiber
Street for a one hour lunch.and Carbarn inspection stop.

Inspection stop - Devon Avenue Barn. During the lunch hour
layover members would like to inspect and photogr~phthe equf.p-.

."mentat",tnls/1o-qation.··,.' Many,ofthe-sa1t.cars,f)tored here are
oldpass'enger"streetcarsconver1!~cr:Otothis usag~. Tne. q,nly ,
2500 seri:es' passenger car,"':"Whichwas 'formerly, used on the
Hanimond-Chlcagoline is also in storage here. If possible we
woul.d'like this car pulled into the,'open for photographing.

, '
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SCHEDULE

r>

77th and Vincennes
79th and Halsted terminal NB
38th and Halsted NB
Cermak and Clark WB
Cermak and Kenton EB
Lake and Austin EB
Lake and-PIne' EB
Lake and Clinton WB
Division and Halsted NB
Irving Park and "L" WB
Clark and Devon

Lunch stop
C1ark~nd Devon WB
Western and Ardmore SB
Madison and ll'estern SB
79th and western Ne
69th and Western EB
69th'and Vincennes SB
77th and Vincennes

-Lv. a too A.M.
Lv. 8:17 A.M.
r.v , 9:07 A.M.
Lv. ~:37 A.M. '
Lv. 10:17 A.M.
t.v, ~~ .I/;t!)(),..-' -Lv:~--'----l'T:05"'A:-Mo'-- ,
Lv. 11:35 A.M.
Lv. 11:50 A.M.
Lv. 12:20 P.M.
Arr. 12:35 P.M.
Lv. 1:30 P.M.
Lv. 1:50 P.M.
Lv. 2:25 P.M.
Lv. 3:05 P.M.
Lv. 3:10 P.M.-
Lv. '3:35 P.M.
Arr. 3:45 P.M.

Note - The above schedule is on1ytentative in that
arrival time at 77th and Vincennes may'be at any time
between 3:45 P.M. and 4:uO P.M. The extra fifteen
minutes may be used for any unforseen emergencies
which may arise.
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