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Welcome to another i1issue of The Green
Fennant Special. it aas athrough s this
publication that we endeavor to keep

the membership informed on happenings
in the oaorganization and the transit
industry.
*##% OCTOBER HMEETING =%

The October meeting of The Omnibus
Society of America was held on October
iy 1988, at the Bismarck Hotel in
downtown Chicago with the meeting
beginning at 7:30 pm.

Bill Shapotkin presented the program
for the evening "RTA funded suburban
bus services". It was a very inter-—
esting program and was enjoyed by those

present.

NOVEMBER MEETING *#%#%

o

The November UOmnibus

Societyggnt

meeting of The
America will be held on
November 4, 1988, at the Hismarck Hotel
in downtown Chicago. The meeting will
begin at the usual time aof 7:30 pm.
Chur  program
transit in
presaented
as  we
maple

for the evening will be on
the New England area and be
by Dave FPhillips. So join us
travel to the land of clams and
syrup +for a tour of the areas
transit companies with Dave, who
originally hailed +rom the area before
coming to Chicago.

##%# ELECTION TIME AGAIN #*x
It is that time of the vear again when

the position of director in the
organization expires. This year we have

two positions up faor election, those
being held by ®Mel Bernero and BHill
Shapotkin.

Three members are ranning for the
positions, they being the incumbents
Mel Bernero and EKEill Shapotkin, as-—
well—-as Richard Kunz, the ariginal
founder of 05A. The ballots will be
mailed to all paid up 1988 members with

of GPS that should
second week ot

1ssue
mall the

the December
be in the
November.

follow the voting
will appear with the

and
that

Flease read
instructions

ballot. I+ they are not followed, your
vote mav not be counted.
*###% BUS FAINTING UFDATE *#*#*

The C€CTA has “Finished padnting buses
assigned to 69th and Archer garages and
is starting on Limits. While the
Archer fleet, except for s the Mo
articulated buses, was painted in the
new white, blue and red scheme, &6%9th’c
fleet was repainted in the old two-tone

green scheme.

##% DRGANIZATIONAL CALENDAR *%x

electric and rail
are meeting on the
and times during the

The following bus,

enthusiast groups

following dates

month of MNovember.

1st Friday - Omnibus Society of Amer—
ica

Bismarck Hot=l — 7:30 pm.
2nd Friday — Railway #% Loc. Hist. Soc.
Bismarck Hotel - 7:30 pm.

3rd Friday — Railroad Club of Chicago

Bismarck Hotel — 7:30 pm.
4th Friday — Central Elec. Railfans
Assoc.
Midland Hotel T =50 pa.
Green Pennant 1s distributed to the
members 7 g The Omnibus Society of

no additional charge and 1ic
lieu of the regular
There is na set

America at
published 151

mesting notice.
frequency of issue.
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KEEPING

—(PCCE

..with Saul

Route 308 (Desplaines 'L'-Hines Hospital) - On 9/4/88, Sunday mid-morning service was re-
stored for the first time in years, as Pace added four round trips out of the 'L' at
8:37,9:37,10:07 and 10:37, filling in what had been a three-hour gap in service.

Route 315 (Austin-Ridgeland) - On 9/4/88, Sunday service was dropped. Service on Austin
was assumed by the 305 (Cicero-River Forest).
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Daily Service

_/
: : . Revised Service
Pace is also working on improved graphics and the general
appearance of their schedules (see left) In addition,
many new timepoints are being added on a number of the
routes. This gives passengers a better idea as to when Sept 4 1988

to catch the bus, and makes transferring easier. It is
interesting that many of the "new" timepoints were the
ones West Tovms used to use in their schedules, but were
elimirated when Pace began the printing of the timetables.
lioral of the stery - "The mere things change, the more -3
they stay the same'. ? Suburban Bus Service




When Great America Theme Park opened in suburban Gurnee in the mid-1970's, the RTA (via
Waukegan-North Chicago route #572) provided daily connections with C&NW (Waukegan) and MILW
(Libertyville) trains. When RTA ran out of cash in 1981, Sunday and evening service was
eliminated. To pacify the outcry by Chicagoans, weekend-only bus {560 was added, connecting
with the C&NW at Great Lakes and North Chicago. The poor riding (caused by poor service?)

kept that bus from being reinstated in 1988. This left Greyhound as the only attractive
alternative.

GO GREYHOUND

PRICE INCLUDES GREAT AMERICA ADMISSION AND
ROUND TRIP TRANSPORTATION FROM:

CHICBEERILLINENSS S . ... oo $26.85
MABISONSISCONSINES & .. ... Lot $37.30
MILWADKEE, WISCONSIN — 88 .. ..8 . .. ... $26.85
e RN b o RS S SR e $32.00
HAMMOND INDIANA - sosp . . oo o $30.10

(FOR SCHEDULES FROM GARY AND HAMMOND, CONTACT
YOUR LOCAL GREYHOUND AGENT.)

o SIX FLAGS

< *\ 1y X
LJ‘ ) [ 28 un ! 3
e B nll
Wisconsin

Ilinois

“SHOCK WAVE”

Y GREAT AMERICA

CHICAGO

HAMMOND GARY

i =

GO GREYHOUND GO GREYHOUND

And leave the driving tous: And leave the driving tous!




As in the past, certain regularly scheduled runs were slated to stop at the park. A package
fare (competetive with the RTA when you consider entrance to the park) was offered. While
the level of service is less than that formerly offered by Greyhound, city folks can still
go (and spend the entire day) at the park without the hassle of driving. It's certainly
reassuring to know then when all else fails, Greyhound can be counted on to keep "pace" with
the needs of the travelling public.

EYHOUND TO AND FROM GREAT AMERICA _,f;
1988 — INCLUDING ADMISSION — 1988 =

£y GR

FROM MADISON & MILWAUKEE FROM CHICAGO |
TO GREAT AMERICA TO GREAT AMERICA ‘
Lv. Madison 7:00AM  Lv. Chicago 8:45AM .
Ar. Milwaukee 8:40AM Ar. Great America D10:30AM !
Lv. Milwaukee 9:00AM
Ar. Great America D10:00AM
FROM GREAT AMERICA
TO CHICAGO
FROM GREAT AMERICA Lv. Great America 7:35PM * 9:05PM []
TO MILWAUKEE & MADISON Ar. Chicago 8:55PM * 10:20PM ]
X ﬁﬁ; lfkf;‘g”ca gjg‘;k"ﬂ * April 30 through June 21, 1988 and
e, Rkt 11-05PM September 10 through September 25, 1988
Ar. Madison 12:35AM ] June 22 through September 6, 1988

D = Discharge Only

FAMILY PLAN AVAILABLE — SEE AGENT FOR DETAILS ’
FOR INFORMATION CALL: ;

Chicago
Gary
Hammond
Madison
Milwaukee

781-2900
886-3041
933-6700
257-9511
272-8900

Fares and schedules are subject to change without notice.
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Saturday service was added to #606 Northwest
Limited effective 9/17/88. Service operates
over the solid black. line portion of the
route every 90 minutes. Connections are made
at Woodfield with local NORTRAN Route #209,
which operates local between Wocdfield Mall
and Harlem/Higgins 'L' every 30 minutes.

Weekday service operates as a ''reverse
commute'" route as follows: AM from River
Road 'L' via dark dotted line to Woodfield
Corporate Center, then vie dark black line
to River Road 'L', completing a loop. FPM
service operates the reverse. Additionally,
there are two trips (westbound AM, eastbound
PM) which serve 100 Northwest Point (just
east of Arlington Hts. Rd, south of the
Tollway) and a similar trip via Elmhurst
(York Rd) and Algonquin to make connections
with #226-332-405.

This route has proven to be Pace's most
successful "experiment" to-date, carrying
many more passengers than had ever been
anticipated. The growth of the area in

and around Woodfield will unquestionalby
demand more service in the future. (Maybe
even a bus to Elgin, say to offer a "United"
connection to the west?)
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MIDWEST
TRANSIT BUS
MUSEUM

P.O. Box 3266

Oak Park, lllinois 60303

" Pheseruing transdt buses of the fpast for future gemenations’’ ~ HEVISED 10/17/88

THE MIDWEST TEANSIT BUS MUSLU¥ L1ST OF PhIVATE

BnUIs OWNENS OF CHGO

CURRINT location ORIGINAL
BUS # BUS TYPE BUS SLRIAL # OV It stored OR LAST COC.
66/B%-35 OLD-LOOK G TDH-3207-342 1947 JL C ‘30. HOLLAND  CTaA/CMC
101 G OLD-LOOX TGH-3101-621 1952 TBM B HILLSIDE GM INGINEER./
MARQUETTE, MI
107 G OLD-LOOK TDH-4509-1828 1951 JL D 30. CHGO HTS QUERNJ NASSAL,
MARQUETTE, MI
107 G:1 OLD-LOOCIC TDH-3714-559 13956 VD LEPALK MUNCIE, OHIO
375 G FISH-BOWL TDH-5301-3720 1963 #TB1 B H1LLSIDE CTA
401 G OLD-LOOX TDH~-3714-398& 1953 1IC A LOMRARD HIGHLANTPY/
CBS
413 G FISH-BOWL "HH-4519-212 1963 DB . JIPAIR WAUKEGAN /CBS
605 Gi1 OLD-LOOX TDH-5103-154 1950 kELIC A SO. KLGIN CTA/CMC
612 HMACK C45GT-3093 1948 DB ¢ HILLSIDE WEST TOWNS
663/BT-6 G OLD-LOOK TDH-5103-604 1951 VD B $0. HOLLAND  CTA/CMC
671/BW-47 OLD-LOOX GM TDH-5103-612 1951 MTBM C HiLL3IDE CTA/CHMC
776 6T OLD-LO0: TDH-4509-740 1950 DB A HILLSIDE SAM DIKGO/% T
869 ¢l FISH-BOWL TDH-4519-49C 1964 DB A HILLSIDE WEST TOWKS
971 GM OLD-LO0OY TGH-3102-910 1956 BY A SCHILLEER PK  DUKE PWR/
TCT OF BARRE
1075 TWIN-COACH FTC1801C4624 19439 DB ¢ HILLSIDE TRANSPORT CO.
1483 GlY OLD=-LOOK TDH-5105-3630 1957 DB ¢ HILLSIDE TRANSPORT CO.
1576 GM FISH-BOWL TDH-5301-3623 1962 DB A HILLSIDE TRAN SPORT CO.
1719 GV FISH-BOWL TDH-5303-2043 1964 :B A H1LLSIDE TRAN SPORT CO.
1842 G FISH-BOWL TDH-5303=-3377 1965 LV A HI1LLSIDE TRAN SPORT CO.
1907 G OLD-LOCK TGH-3102-901 1958 JL B SO. HOLLAND DUKE PWR/
TCT OF BARRE
2362/BA-135 ACF-BRILL C36-1095 1947 DB B HILLSIDE CTA/CSL
3177 FLXBLE- NEW F2D6V=-401-152429 1965 VD B HILLSIDE CTA
3407 "HITE 798-318976 1944 IRI a UHION, IL CTA/CSL
5441/1975 TWIN-COACH/FA. 52-32P-450 1951 MB B HILLSIDE CTA
8476/0 FLVBLE-TWIN FT2P35-1029 1959 B RIEPAIR CTA
8488/DC-1 FLYBLE-MWIN FT2P35-1041 1959 B B HILLSIDE CTA
8573 PLXBLE-TWIN=NEW F2D6V-401-1-~51130 61 MTBM B H:ILLSIDE CTA
8715 FLYBLE-NEW F2P-401-151367 1963 JL E HILLGIDE CTA
9166/BL~1308 PULLMAN TROLLEY BUS 1935 LV C HILLSIDE CTA/CSL
(SERIAL # N/A)
STATUS
A - NG E.L.BLE E~ UNKNO BM - Bruce Moffat
B - NOT RUNNING SEMI-ABANDONED DB - David Buzek
C - MAJOR REPAIRS JL - John Le Beau
D - DERELICT/ABANDONED LV - Laddie Vitek

MB - Mel Bernero
RMC -~ Robert lMc Creary
VD - Vince Dawson

RELIC = RELIC.
IRY - Ill. Railway useum

MTBM- Midwest Transit Bus Mucseum



IRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
‘GOUTH SHOR

at - LINE

» Special Movement Advicee

File; CSS - _Pasmengcr 88-08 Date 6-28-88

Added Passcnger Service for July 4 Activities in Chicago

To accomodate holiday passenyer traffic, extra equipment will be added
to regular pussenger traine on July 2, 3 and 4 as ordered by Chief Dispatcher.

On July 3 Train #512 will opcrate with 6 cars.
On Ju1§ 3 Train #611 will operate with 6 cars aud will run 30" later out of
Randelph Srreec, duparcing thers at 10:30 PM, meking regular stution §TOpy

enroule.

On July 3, 6 car extra trains will operate on following schedules:

leave Shops 4:50 PM=m————m——o Stop at all CSS stations
arrive FIenBt. 4:47 PM to receive traffic-may
arrive Van Buren St. 4:44 PM leave any station when
arrive  Randolph St. 6:25 PM traffic received.

leave Randonlph St. 11:15 PM-—r——= e =Stop at all CSS stations
leave Van Buren St. 11:18 PM to discharge. traffie-may
leave 1oth SE. 15221 PM leave any station when
arrive Shops 12:55 AM traffic discharged.
arrive  South Bend 1:30 AM

leave Sourh Bend 1:45 AM or when traffic discharged.
arrive  Shops 2:20 AM

FAL N

F. R. VanSchwarcz
General Superintendent Transportation

cci T. R. Jorgenson
G. Hanas, NICTD - -
J. Robbins, NICTD In addition to the "Firecracker Specials o?erated
A. Selph, METRA : on the BN, CNW, MILW and ROCK for the festivities
R. Corrin, METRA on July 3rd, the Metra Electric (IC) and the South
All CSS Ticket Offices Shore got into the act as well. ]

J. J. Babcock
All Cenersl Notice Bds.
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METRA SERVICE
SUNDAY, JULY 3, 1988

Em>h_.m0._.m_o

To Chicago — Sunday

TRAIN NUMBERS

' To University Park — Sunday” : !

TRAIN NUMBERS

.,uoo,v-on.-g_-oa_s-_!_a.-._n EXTRA | #14 |EXTRA | 816 | 818 | 820 _§"u8_uom_-uqﬁ-nu"34Mﬂuﬁ-._uﬁ:q_:-_g_nxangﬂ’
STATIONS | AM | AM [ AM | AM | AM | PM [PM | PM (PM | PM | PM | PM | AM STATIONS _E_E_.E_,E;;_v::;;z PM [ PM | PM | PM | PM
BLUE ISLAND | 459 1 656 | 750| 9591159 189358 | — |ss8| — (988 - | - RANDOLPH/SO. WATERST.  11250! 530 | 630 830 | 1030 {12:30 | 2:30 | 4:30 | 6:30 ' 8:30 {10:30" 11:00 | 11:30
Bun Osk TEOT T 6581 801 | 1001 e T EA (& - (60 — TBOT - . - “VanBuren SL_ 1252) 532 | 632 | B30 1000 12321 232 T A3 TRIZTEIZT1032 TR T
-Eﬁﬁﬂli‘i-lwgﬁ%p&gJék - oS~ THN - i - RoosewsRd___ 11255 5351 635 6351 103512357 235 T &I5TEAS T TEI5 103571706 T 1136~
Racine Ars. _ae_a%maﬂagnﬁﬁe_ b I L 1Bt SL — 5% 11636 11835 [11036 (M 236 112:36 114:36 766:36 TH36 1A 0367 1107 7 44:37°
: : - : — 8061 - - _ 23 St (McCormick Place) 12571 5371 6:37 1 837 [ 1037 ._Mﬂﬁﬂuﬂﬁ.ﬂ.ﬂﬂj&h}E.-J:Eﬁ:uu
Steward Ridge W ! L — 18081 - - TSt 12587 538 | 6.08 | 8.8 | 1038 | 12387 e3B T & ! JRAE = HIRAEL N
Stale 5L 5107 707 B0 70 120 240 A0 = 1640 = (B0 — | - a7t L (Kenwood)_ _:9 (A1 641 /B4 104l | :E%ﬂaﬁiﬁjith‘
Kensington (1158 SL| T5131 70 813 1003 129 AT A3 = 16A3] — B4 - T - 53nd St (Hyds Part] | 1031 543 643 [ 843 | 1043 [ 12437
SOUTH CHICAGO (918 SLj 574 714, 814 1004 12Ad, 2Ad 4| - 64 - [BA4TT0T4 0 1208 SSth-56th-5Tth SL 704 5441 644 | 844 1044 VoM | BM | e: E%nﬂ
a7t SL 516 716 816 | 1096 . 1e16 | e16 (46| - ;.r..._: = _51__&“ _ms 59t SL (Univ. of Chicago) | 106 546 | 646 | 846 1 1046 11
"8 St 516716 618 1048 12481 &8 48 - | & - 63nd St 07 BT BT TR 047 T
" Cheltentam {79t SLJ | 2207220 420 - _E - uwa.ﬂ_oujT “75th SL (Grand Crossing) 110 1 /550 1 1550 | .50 111050 (M50 fe: i
“Windsor Park CEnS TR TER TI00D V20T RRIARI = (627 — | B2Z 1102276 79t SL (Chatham) i _mm._ 1651 [ /@57 ] _._pg iﬁﬂﬁj;jau
South Shor _mm?z....m@,:o?_._m?u.x;hf — (B2 —  mad G218 ird SL (Avsion Park) i mﬂ]ﬂ I
Bryn Mawr T 5296 | 726 1 Bob ; 1006 ' 16:26 : i - _Pﬁﬂn:uuﬂ 87th SL (Woodruff) : 3
Stony Isand 535 T 728 BoR 1 1028 1228 228 42| - G - 911t St (Chesterfield) i 7555 1655 11855 (1055 ] nwm _
UNIVERSITY PARK T 445 | 645 | 745 | 945 1145 | 145 | JAS | i b qnu_ A5 1145 §5th SL (Chicago St Unh, m:”: 11557 Wam.__ 857 111057 H&57 ]
Richion Part &40 T 645 TAB | G461 1146 | 148 [ TAN| 50 [5AU [ AT [ VAE | S48 [1TAE "103rd SL. (Rosemoor) w:m m.ﬂ:mmﬂzmﬂﬁzgﬁwﬂgmjﬁja
Matteson 4501 6501 7501 8501 1150 1550 [ 3507 5 507 620 (7150 %50 (14:50 107th SL , _ Sﬁg.ﬁaﬂﬁg*aﬁ:gde
211th SL (Lincoin Hwy.) 850 B5e ] b | G52 | 115 ] 1:52 | 3:5e | 507 mumuﬁm&u .Em %52 T11:52 _111th SL (Puiiman)
Olympé Fiekis TETA | 554 | 754 | 054 11154 | 15 (IS S : 1154 K ! o
Flossmoor [ 455 | 656 | 7961 396 1156 | 15 ST 558 ﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂiﬁgaﬂ 129, 606, 7058 ,:8.
Homewood 1458 | Bo8 | 758 | 058 (1150 | 158 | 358 | 543 1558 B 1 7:58 T §58 T11:58 EE AR AL 1: ﬂjﬂjmj-ﬂj__ﬁw.ﬂ“wﬁ 1213
Calumel ”mB_VBWmSJoB:%_ : i1 &Em:m_z.u vd.) .8_3” :m : ; 6 a:ﬂ
Hazel Crasi ,m%_qﬁ_ms_,os;ﬂﬁmﬁl._ﬁ_ AT 602 E: jﬂﬂgﬂddml: Harvey T35 6151 ,
Harvey 48&&&8:5:@«1@3& 520 | 603 Hazel Cres! .._um” 16 718 918 | ]
147th SL (Slbkey Bivd.) 507 | 707 | BO7] ..Si..g._:we_..e 522 | BT Calume! T139 7 619 719 919 (1119 i 712
Tranhot 509 705 B9 1009 12 ; .ﬂﬂuﬁ Homewood Tar T 6a1 T 7T Tga T TioT 121 A2 52V V2 m.u._:_._u :ﬂ Tez7
Riverdaw B9 71 11 1001 &Y 2T 1] un B 2 143 | 623 723 : 823 1123 ﬁﬂwﬁ_mnu E §25 1123 1159 1229
Kensington (115n 5t) 10| Mol B | ; Olympia Flekis . 145 1 626 | 726 ' 325 . 1 ! | i 32
111th SL (Puliman) o7 L YT 1 211tn 5t (Lincokn Hwy.) 1481 626 | 728 ; 928!
107th St R Q._m“adm_:o._m NJNL; ] “Matisson : : ;
103rd SL (Rosamoor) 520 | 1720 | 1820 111020 A0 1220 42 a nuu aga.:mm Richton Pari
S5t SL (Chicago SL Univ.) 520 11722 1822 (10ee e2e Te? 11432 UNIVERSITY PARK 3
913t SL (Chesterhiexd) 523 1724 11823 1023 _:muﬂawﬂﬂ | 15 Stony Istsnd 111 580 1 62 il Emm -
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Continuing in our series of Surface System routes, we begin with the 7lst Street Line. Like
many others, it had its early origins as part of other routes, which would later be broken
up. The route as we know it evolved from the break-up.
# 71 — 71ST STREET (EXCEPT AS NOTED)
(William M Shapotkin)

6/20/1896 Englewood & Chicago Electric Street Ry. Co. inaugurated battery car service via
71st between Cottage Grove and State as part of the Englewood route. Service
apparently operated day & evening hours.

1/ 2/ 99 Service assumed by Chicago Electric Traction Co.

7/ 1/1901 Streetcars replaced battery cars over entire route.

L/18/07 Service assumed by Chicago & Southern Traction Co.

3/ 1/12 Service assumed by Chicago City Railway Co. Englewood route discontinued. Service
operated as part of a route operating between 71st/Cottage Grove and
79th/Racine(then Centre) via 71st-State-79th. Operated out of 77th St Depot.

7/30/12  Service cut-back to State/75th due to sewer construction.

10/22/12 Service but-back to operate as a shuttle via 7lst between Cottage Grove and
State.

2/ 1/14 Service assumed by Chicago Surface Lines.

1/ 5/16 Extended streetcar service west via 71lst-Vincennes to 73rd.

4/ 1/23 Began one-man operation.

5/10/35 Chicago Surface Lines inaugurated #71A - 71lst St Extension motor bus service
between Drexel-South Chicago-Cottage Grove loop and 71st St "U" via 7lst-
Exchange-72nd (at Lakefront).

9/ 4/43 Extended Extension bus service south via Exchange to "U" at 73rd.

7/ 1/45 Extended Extension bus service west via 71st to Champlain-72nd-Langley loop.

5/22/47  Substituted through-routed motor buses for streetcars and extension bus between
73rd St "U" and Vincennes-72nd-Wentworth loop via Exchange-71st. Entire route
known as #71 - 7lst Street.

10/ 1/47  Service assumed by Chicago Transit Authority.

9/28/69 West end loop revised to operate via State-69th St bus bridge-Lafayette-7lst
account opening of Dan Ryan 'L'.

12/28/69 Rerouted buses eastbound from 69th St bus bridge via Lafayette-Vincennes-71st.

12/20/71 Extended certain weekday daytime trips south to Hoxie-104th-Torrence loop via
71st-Yates-South Chicago-Colfax-95th-Yates-103rd.

3/26/72 Discontinued service to 103rd/Torrence. That service assumed by new route #5B -
Yates/Colfax effective this date. East end terminal revised to operate via
Exchange-73rd-Yates loop.

4/ 3/77 Tranferred work from 77th St Station to 69th Street Station.

References: Chicago Surface Lines - An Illustrated History, by A. Lind.
CTA Chronological order of service changes.
James Buckley
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—REVIEW - WILLIAM SHAPOTKIN-

Electric Lines

Published bi-monthly by N.]. International

77 West Nicholai Street

Hicksville, NY 11801

Single issue $3.95, Annual subscription $19.50 ($36.75 if First Class Mailing is desired).
Approx. 40 Pages an issue, Profusely Illustrated, approx. 50% color.

When word came out that yet another electric railway periodical would be forthcoming, it was
easy to be skeptical. After all, Street Railway Review, the monthly publication which took
six years to publish 19 issues and Traction and Models, the (sort of) monthly by the late
Vane Jones specializing mo-e on depicting model builders standing around in front of their
prize-winning models than coverage of the prototpye were still fresh in our minds. Yet,
after several issues of Electric Lines, my position has changed dramatically.

The most noticeable feature of this magazine is its production quality. Slick paper is used
throughout, and the quality of photo reproduction is out of this world! Rarely have 1 seen
color reproduction that even approaches that used in this magazine. (Hopefully N.]J.
International will share its secret with other rail and transit publishers, many of which
have great trouble in reproducing color.)

Another positive is the "News Lines' column which appears in each issue. Indeed, it would be
better to see an expanded column, but the fact that Electric Lines (like any other
publication) depends on correspondents from around the country, it can only print what it
receives. One can only hope that with the increase in circulation that more will contribute.
It is difficult to keep up with all the electric railway happenings, no matter how many
publications to which one subscribes. As a result, an enlarged "News Lines'" would help fill
this information gap, and keep readers up-to-date.

Every issue carries two or three feature articles (as well as a number of non-features).
These range from the shallow coverage of Chicago's Cook County Medical Car in Vol. I, No. 4,
which included few photos and no car drawing to the one on the AEM-7 locomotive in Vol. 1,
No. 5. (which did include a drawing but no roster or builder's list). As a rule, the
features (such as the AEM-7) are well written and informative. Car or locomotive drawings
(which could be larger) are often included. Other notable features include the Vol. I, No.
5. feature "Farewell to Brill", the fine feature on trolleybuses in Canada. Most electric
.rail publications treat the -trackless -trolley.as..a.pariah. Editors, authors-and fans-alike -
normally associate the technology of the TT as being that of a '"bus' as opposed to that of a
"trackless trolley". In real terms, it was merely another way for struggling transit
properties to survive during turbulent times. It is high time that an electric rail
publication recognize the trolleycoach for what it was (and still is) and include it as part
of the overall electric transit scene. For this Electric Lines should be applauded.

Even with all its accomplishments, there is still room for growth. The typesetter seems to
occasionally put the columns in reverse or duplicate the previous column. This happens even
in the best of publications. A more careful scrutiny of this in the future will help insure
that this all-too-often occurence is kept to a minimum.

On the whole, Electric Lines is well on the way to establishing a new standard for
publications on electric railroading. One can only wish them well and hope that with enough
good authors that members of the fan community will "Support it!". The publisher's efforts
are well worth it.
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