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Pace is the Suburban Bus Division of the RTA

Suburban Bus Service

On December 17, 1990, PACE express bus service entered the Fox River Valley in a big way. Effective that date,
Route #890 - Fox River Valley Flyer began operation between Crystal Lake and Woodfield Mall. This route,
operating AM rush southbound, evening rush northbound, is geared to handle employees to the Woodfield area. The
route ties together (for the first time) Fox Valley PACE service (Elgin, Carpentersville and Crystal Lake) with
the remainder of the PACE system.

Presented here is the first schedule for the route. As things turned out, a rather interesting travel pattern
began to develop. Connections were made at the K-Mart at Ill. Rte. 25 and Brant Dr. with Elgin Route #541.
Travel from/to Crystal Lake did not neet expectations, but enough connections off the #541 from/to Elgin
convinced PACE to alter the route in the summer of 1991 by eliminating the midday trips and diverting over half
of the rush trips to operated from/to Elgin. (We'll cover that schedule revision later).
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Welcome to another issue of The Green Pennant
Special. It 13 through this publication that we
gndeavour to keep the membership informed on
happenings in the orgamzation and the transit

industry.

xx% JULY MEETING ***

The July meeting of the Omnibus Society of America
was held on July 5, 1991, at the Welles Park
fieldhouse located at 2333 W. Sunnyside in Chicago
and began at 7:00 pm.

Bill Shapotkin had planned on showing a number of
movies thet he had collected over the years,
however, a malfunctioning movie prajecter
prevented their showing.

John LeBeau stepped into the breach and presented a
slide presentation on older CTA vehicles.

*%% 30th ANNIVERSARY *¥x

On August 2, 1991, the 0SA will have a dinner and
meeting at 01d Y¥arsaw on Harlem and Lawrence to
celebrate our 30th Anniversary.

We plan to meet at 7.00 pm for dinner and after a
buffet style meal our guest speaker, Ray DeGroote,
will present a pragram on for mer 0SA activities.

Dinner will cost $15.00 with the proceeds going
into the 0SA general fund to support the
organization.

If you have nothing planned for the evening of
August 4th, stop by Old Warsaw, have s delightful
meal and help OSA celebrate a milestone that many
clubs fail to reach.

*%% FAN TRIP REPORT *%x

Out With The 01d, In With The New - A Fixible
Outing.

This year marks 0SA’'s thirtieth snniversary as
Chicage's premier organization devoted to bus
transportation. On July 13th, as part of our
festivities commemorating  this  important
milestone, we operated cur 186th inspection trip.
This was one of our mast ambitious outings held to
date, involving four Chicago Transit Authority
buses and two drivers froam Forest Glen and Kedzie
Garages. Although planning for this trip had bequn

two months earlier, numerous logistical hurdles
were faced by the trip committee (William
Shapotkin and Bruce Moffat) at every turn, some
not being resolved until Titerally, the very last
minute.

The purpose of this five hour charter was to bid
farewell to the “"Lake Street” 3700 series Fixibles
which had run their last miles only days before.
These venerable buses were replaced after 22
years of service by 15 narrow (96-inch wide)
RTS |l Series 08 buses which were built in
Roswell, NM by Transportation Manufacturing
Corporation as part of 8 491 bus order. Unlike
CTA's other TMC's, these 15 were not equipped with
wheelchair Tifts.

The highlight of the trip came at 11 AM, when
Forest Glen Fixible 5537 (built this year) was
posed alongside 3706 and historical bus 8499
(built in 1960) at Kedzie Garage. This was the
first (and probably the last) time it would be
possible to get three generations of CTA Fixibles
together. Following this, side-by-side photos were
taken at various locations involving various
combinations of the following buses: Fixibles
3706, 5537 and 8499 and TMC 4912.

In addition to the buses used, this trip is also
noteable in that it was our S50thtrip invelving CTA
vehicles and our tenth invelving 8499. Over the
last thirty years, we have used 106 different CTA
buses.
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xx% CTA CORNER **x

SUNDAY JULY 21, 1991, saw the CTA intraduce
an exact fare policy at the 95th Dan Ryan "L”
station. On that date, CTA riders paying a cash
fare found they needed to buy tokens from a
token machine or have the exact fare in change
to use a turnstile, the ticket agents only
accepting half fare and transfers.

This is the first station to be made exact fare,
the others in the system are planned to go exact
fare by the end of next year.

The sutamating of the fare collection procedures
at the subway -"L" stations was brought upon
by the alleged fare skimming scandie by ticket

agents in the Dearborn Subway.

x%% METRA HAPPENINGS *¥**

METRA HAS REJECTED PROPOSALS to scrap the
turnstyles at Metra Electric stations and will
spend $14 million to upgrade the automated
fare collection system on the commuter line.

The renovation plan calls for modernizing the
ticket-collecting turnstiles to prevent
“ticket-esating”.

Metra Electric boards 23,000 commuters each
weekday at stations from University Park to
downtown and is the only Metra line with
turnstile collectors.

Last year, the Metra staff proposed the agency
spend $24 million to provide state-of-the art
ticket vending machines and turnstiles.

Metra chairman Jeffrey Ladd ssid that $24
million is a ot of money for one cammuter line
and requested that the staff look at less
expensive options, including one for $9 million
that would have the turnstiles removed.

The staff report cited several reasons for
retaining the turnstiles, including:

* Cuts fare cheating. A consultant’'s study
estimated that Metra Electric’s fare evasion loss
amounted to between one-fourth and one-half of
1 percent of revenue, compared with 2 percent
to 4 percent on Metra's other lines.

* Minimizes crew size. Without gates, 33 more
conductors would be needed because more riders

would be buying tickets on the trains.

*¥%% SHIPPING CORNER **X

A FORMER CAR-FERRY worker turned
industrialist has bought the Great Lakes' last
remaining car-ferry service and promises to
resume Lake Michigan voyages next spring.

Charles F. Conrad, a retired Holland
businessman announced he bought all three
car-ferries based in Ludington and will begin
Michigan-to-Wisconsin passenger and aute
service next May.

The former owner of the ferries, the
Michigan-Wisconsin  Transportation Co.,
stopped service in November because of rising
costs. Its owner, Glen F. Bowden, filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection last month.

Conrad, 74, will keep the ferries’ home port in
Ludington, though the Wisconsin port has not
yet been determined. Previously, the Badger,
the only ferry still operable and licensed,
steamed twice daily into Kewanee, Wis., a
four-hour trip each way.

The city attemped to buy the service last
spring, haping to restore service this summer.
Though negetiations failed, officials continued to
search for a buyer.

Conrad expects to have the Badger, a 400-foot
steamer that can carry up to SO0 passengers
and 150 autos, renovaed and back in service

from May 1 through September 15.

%% REQUEST CORNER **x

Grant Schmalgemeier is looking for a set of
phatographs {6 or 8) of the Muskegon, Mich.,
Street Car Riots of August 1 to 7, 1919 He is
also Tooking for ANY infor mation on the GRANT
PARK RAILWAY, a narrow gauge road that ran
from June 22 to Octeber 8, 1933, inChicago in
cenjunction with the "Warld's Fair”. Contact:

Grant B. Schmalgemeier
1317 W. Eddy Street
Chicago, 1. 60657



Operation Started, Extended, Discontinued, Changed No. of Trolley Buses
Date Route Limits of Route or Revision to Service Miles* Routes New Total
3/12/52 47th Archer to Lake Park 12.74
5/11/52 Chicago Mayfield to Fairbanks 15.85
5/24/52 Grand Into off-street short terminal at Latrobe J0
7/20/52 Chicago Via Fairbanks to Ontario terminal .46
9/ 8/52 Pulaski Into off-street short terminal at Foster .05
12/13/52 Chicago Into off-street terminal at Mayfield :31
: 12/31/52 224.768 15 159 681
2/.1/53 Armitage Grand-Latrobe to Clark 13.09
2/ 1/53 Narragansett Converted to motor bus (6.06)
5/24/53 Roosevelt Monitor to Wabash 14,96 :
12/31/53 246.758 16 677
8/ 1/54 Central Into off-street terminal at Harrison 222
8/ 1/54 Central Discontinued from Harrison to Lexington wye (.21)
12/20/54 Grand Into off-street terminal at Natchez (.04)
12/31/54 246.72s 16 649
6/19/55 Diversey Converted to motor bus (12.38)
12/ 4/55 Central Extended to Elston 1.04
12/ 4/55 Kedzie-Calif. Roscoe to 63rd Place 23.03
12/31/55 258.418 16 600
12/31/56 258.41s 16 593
12/13/57 Grand Via Aberdeen-Hubbard-Carpenter loop a0
12/13/57 Grand Removed Peoria-Hubbard-Green loop (.15)
12/31/57 258.41s 16 592
7/ 9/58 Irving Park Into Neenah terminal - (.02)
10/28/58 Armitage Rerouted via Hermitage 0.00
12/31/58 258.39s 16 5717
6/21/59 51st-55th Converted to motor bus (14.16)
6/21/59 Kedzie-Calif. Added 51st to St. Louis wye 12
- 12/31/59 244.95s 15 561
12/31/60 244.95s 15 560
12/31/61 244,958 15 554
12/31/62 244,958 15 534
11/63 Grand Via State-Illinois-Dearborn loop .19
11/63 Grand Removed State-Kinzie-Clark loop (.41)
12/31/63 244.73s 15 521
12/31/64 244,738 15 515
6/20/65  4Tth Converted to motor bus (12.74)
6/20/65 Kedzie-Calif. Added 47th to Archer-Drake loop .96
12/31/65 232.95s 14 491
10/16/66 Armitage Converted to motor bus (13.09)
12/31/66 219.86s 13 474
2/19/67 Grand Removed Narragansett-Fullerton-Natchez loop .17)
3/26/67 Chicago Converted to motor bus (16.42)
3/26/67 Kedzie-Calif. Added Chicago Avenue wires 1.00
12/31/67 204.27s 12 453
12/31/68 204.27s 12 400
3/16/69 Kedzie-Calif. Converted to motor bus (25.71)
12/14/69 Lawrence Converted to motor bus (12.60)
12/31/69 165.96s 10 342
1/18/10 Central Converted to motor bus (16.18)
1/18/70  North Added Central wires to Wabansia 13
2/ 1/70 Belmont Into Kimball terminal .10
12/31/70 150.01s 9 314
12/31/71 150.01s 9 274
12/31/72 150.01s 9 223






Operation Started, Extended, Discontinued, Changed

Date

1/14/73
1/14/73
1/14/73
1/14/73
1/16/73
1/22/73
3/25/73
3/25/173
3/25/73

NOTES:

Route

Belmont
Irving Park
Montrose
Roosevelt
Grand
Fullerton
North
Pulaski
Cicero

Limits of Route or Revision to Service

Converted to motor bus
Converted to motor bus
Converted to motor bus
Converted to motor bus
Converted to motor bus
Converted to motor bus
Converted to motor bus
Converted to motor bus
Converted to motor bus

s - Subtotal with accumulated mileage in operation at date shown

* - Miles of revenue wire including wyes and loops, but excluding pull-in, pull-out, garage and storage wire

( ) = Denotes deduction

CTA Public Information Dept. 3/73

Series*

51- 79
80- 85
86- 91
92- 98
99-105
106-107
108-114
115-122
123-124
125-129
130-134
135-139
140-149
150-160
161-164
165-170
171-185
186-194
195
196-202
203-322
323-367
368-412
413-761
762
763

3/25/73

Miles*

(19.35)
(14.55)
(13.66)

' (14.96)

(20.85)
(12.66)
(16.42)
(21.70)
(15.86)

No. of
Routes

Trolley Buses

New Total

0.00

CHICAGO TRANSIT AUTHORITY

TROLLEY BUS DATA SHEET

0

Number of Type of Years of Operation
Motors Motors ** Seats First Last Number of Buses

Twin Coach 2 W=-1426-CT6 40 1930 1954 29
Brill-American 2 GE- 298-E53 40 1930 1951 6
St. Louis 2 GE- 298-E53 40 1930 1951 6
Twin Coach 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1930 1954 2
Brill-American 2 GE- 298-E53 40 1930 1951 %
A.CF. 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1930 1951 2
Twin Coach 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1930 1954 7
Brill-American 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1930 1954 8
Cincinnati 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1930 1954 2
Twin Coach 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1931 1954 5
Brill-American 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1931 1954 5
St. Louis 2 GE-1154-A2 40 1931 1953 5
Twin Coach 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1931 1954 10
Brill-American 2 W-1426-CT6 40 1931 1954 11
Cincinnati 2 GE-1154-A2 40 1931 1954 4
Pullman-Standard 2 W-1426-F6 40 1935 1955 6
St. Louis 2 W-1426-F6 40 1936 1957 15
Brill 1 W-1434-DA 40 1937 1958 9
Brill 1 GE-1213-D3 40 1937 1958 1
Brill 1 GE-1204-B2 40 1937 1958 Z
A.C.F,-Brill 1 W-1442-F1 45 1948 1969 120
Pullman-Standard 3 GE-1213-J3 44 1948 1969 45
St. Louis ¢ GE-1213-J3 44 1948 1969 45
Marmon-Herrington 2 < GE-1213-J3 49 1951 1973 349
A.C.F.-Brill 1 GE-1213-J1 48 1950 1964 1
Twin Coach 1 W=-1442 58 1948 1962 =

713

*All trolley buses on the property in late 1952 were renumbered into 9000 series.
**W=Westinghouse; GE=General Electric

CTA Public Information 9/73



Effective Monday, April 8, 1991, Pace #801, the decendant of the former Fox River Division of the AE&C was
split into two pieces. Pace #801, still operated by the City of Elgin, became an Elgin-Geneva operation,
while #802, operated by Pace/Fox Valley Division (Aurora) operates between Aurora and Geneva. The two
operates operate Monday through Saturday, with both routes operating in a loop bounded roughly by Il1l. 38-
Kirk Rd-I1l. 64 and Randall Rd. Route 801 operates clockwise around this loop, with 802 operating
counterclockwise. Connections between the two routes are generally at the Geneva C&NW station.

It was hoped by some observers (including this one) that the Fox Valley service would become respectable
(i.e., hourly with good rail connections in Aurora, Elgin and Geneva). This, however, did not happen.
Suburban rail connections, never a bargain to begin with, became even more obscure. While weekday
connections are somewhat reasonable, the schedule makers seem to have gone out of their way to mis-connect
every Saturday train possible. For example, the T7:45AM departure from Elgin misses a train arriving at
T:U47. Connecting passengers must wait until 9:20 for a bus. A similar situation exists with the 3:45PM (ol o
(train arriving 3:47), with the next bus being 5:15. Geneva, which had a convenient 30-minute connection
between a train arriving at 10:45AM and a bus at 11:08, now has passengers waiting until 11:38 for a bus.
The possible explanation that buses are scheduled to connect with Aurora and Elgin buses does not hold
water. In many cases, the 801 (or 802) arrive just in time to miss a lineup, or they arrive and depart
midway between line-ups. It seems ironic that Metra (through the pompting of the RTA) is preparing to
operate suburban trains over the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern in an effort to tie together the various
suburban rail lines, while PACE, which already does so by means of a bus route, refuses to operate any kine
of service that anyone would (or could use). As one frustrated passenger expressed to an RTA Travel
Information Agent when told of a poor connection between a PACE bus and a Metra train: "What we need here
is a Real Transportation Authority!"
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ELGIN CHARLESTOWNE 3RD $T. ELGIN

MENTAL GILBERT SEMINARY RD. ILL. 64 CENTRE MALL OHIO CRESCENT RANDALLRD. ILL. 64 SEMINARY RD. GILBERT MENTAL

ELGIN HEALTH 8 . 25 ILL. 25 SEARS KIRK GENEVA METRA  PRAIRIE ILL. 25 . 25 5 HEALTH ELGIN

TERMINAL  CENTER (SOUTH ELGIN VALLEY VIEW] (8T CHARLES) (ST. CHARLES) + (ST. CHARLES) TATION) (ST. CHARLES)  (ST. CHARLES) (VALLEY VIEW) (SOUTH ELGIN) CENTER TERMII
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% 515 522 528 533 5:39 547K 5:52 6:00 % 6:08 6:13 6:19 6:24 6:30 6:37

ELGIN CHARLESTOWNE 3RD ST. ELGIN
MENTAL RT SEMINARY RD. ILL. 64 CENTRE MALL OHIO CRESCENT RANDALLRD. ILL.84 SEMINARY RD. GILBERT MENTAL
ELGIN HEALTH E. STATE I 2 ILL. 25 SEARS KIRK gmn METRA  PRAIRIE . 2s L. 25 E. STATE HEALTH ELGIN
TERMINAL (SOUTH ELGIN) (VALLEY VIEW) (ST. CHARLES) ST. CHARLES) + (ST. CHARLES) ATION) 8T CHARLES) (ST. CHARLES) (VALLEY VIEW) SOUTH ELGIN CENTER TERI
6:03am  6:10am 6:16am :21am 6:27am K 4 6:38am 6:46am @ 6:54am 6:59am 7:05am 7:10am 7:16am 7:23am
7:45 7:52 7:58 :03 :09 81 7am K 8:22 8:30 '8133 8:3 0349 BS; :00 9:07
701 T BIE L?&——TL%——— : : ; 15pm
12:30pm 1 '11!7pm 12:43pm 1 ‘:Oapm 1 ESme 1550 [-]
515 22 528 33 539 637

K - Trip operates via lll. 64 - Kautz - Ohio - Kirk and then resymes regular nml?,

* . After departing the Eigin Mental Health Center, trip operates only as far as enes/Kane for service 10 the
Alderwood and Fox Valley Nursing Home via Iil. 31 - m - Renes - Kane, -mlwrmm.

+ - All Route 801 trips entering Charlestowne Mall have di connections with Routs trips at Sears for service lo
Aurora, with the & lon of the 2:30pm southbound whdy. trip where passengers transterring to Rte. 802 will have 2
24 minute wait. Al . and Saturday moming trips that do not ‘enter Charlestowne Mall connect al Ohio/Kirk.

** . Trip serves Alderwood Fox Valley Nursing Home and operates via Spring - Renee - Kane, arriving at 3:43pm
and then continues via Kane - Collins - Spring - 1il. 31 to resume regular routing.

@ - Makes convenient connections with Chicago: ound traln.

o, - Makes convenient connections with train from Chicago.

No Sunday or hollday service.

':ll‘iﬁlr;i:illlllf;-: = — m
® @ ® ® ® ® 0] ® ® ® ©)] ®

3RD ST. CHARLESTOWNE 3RD ST. STATE ST.
AURORA STATE ST. BATAVIA CRESCENT OHIO CENTRE MALL ILL. 64 RANDALLRD.  CRESCENT BATAVIA ILL. 31
TRANSPORTATION  ILL.31 WILSON GENEVA METRA  KIRK SEARS ILL. 25 PRAIRIE GENEVA METRA  WILSON NORTH AURORA
CENTER (NORTH AURORA)  (BATAVIA) TATION) (ST. CHARLES) (ST CHARLES) * (ST.CHARLES)  (ST. CHARLES) STATION) (BATAVIA) URORA)  TERMINAL
5:34am 5:46am 5:53am 5:58am@ 6:08am K - 6:17am 6:22am 6:30am A @ 6:3%9am 6:46am 6:5%am
6:11 6:23 6:30 6:35 6:45R = = 658 @ 7:03 7:10 7:23
37 7:4 5 X fo. :09 K . » X :4 :01
1 9: 9: X :
10:51 11:03 11:10 11:15 y
1%%?"" 1% 12 12:50o0m .
242 . :
o . e 547 ﬂ%ﬁ

NORTHBOUND __
- 3RD ST. CHARLESTOWNE 3RD ST. STATE ST.
AURORA STATE ST. BATAVIA CRESCENT OHIO CENTRE MALL ILL. 64 RANDALLRD.  CRESCENT BATAVIA iLL. 31
TRANSPORTATION  ILL. 31 WILSON &GEDIEVA METRA  KIRK SEARS ILL. 25 PRAIRIE gGENEVA METRA  WILSON NORTH AURORA
CENTER (NORTH AURORA) (BATAVIA) TATION) (ST. CHARLES) (ST CHARLES) * (ST. CHARLES) (GENEVA) TATION) (BATAVIA) RORA) TERMINAL
6;04am 6:16am 6:23am 6:28am 6:38am K - 6:47am 6:52am 7:00am 7:05a 71 E
7‘337 7549 7:56 sim e 8509 K 8:17am 8:23 8:28 8:36 841 m 8:4%3'“ ;E%?am
18:51 11:%% 111 11:15 11:23 11:27 - 11 1146 @ 11:51 11:58 12:11pm
1%:5(13pm 12:38pm 12:45pm 12:50pm 12:58pm 1:02pm 1:(4)apm 1:13pm 1:21pm 1:26pm 1:33pm 1:46
333 % 35 57 @ Y 1 3 B 2 : 4 4
5:08 5:20 5:27 5:32 540K 547 5:53 5:58 606 % 611 6:18 6:31
A - Trip operates via lil. 31 - Fabyan Plwy. Washington - Wiison - Batavia and then resumes regular routing. CONNECTING SERVICES:
B- ‘I;r‘w onmul o from Batavi Ison via Wilson - Washington - Fabyan Piwy. - I1l. 31 and m: resumes ’ SERVICES
guiar ng. * _ All Routs 802 trips entering Charlestowne Mall connect with Route 801 trips at Sears for
K - Trip operates v'rom Ohio/Xirk via Ohio - Kautz - 111. 64 and then resumes regular routing. service to Elgin. A 4
R Trip operates from Oio/Xirk via Ohio - Kautz - il 64 - Kirk - 11 38 - 3rd S and then resumes regular routing il i 53.‘.,?;.‘,‘;’:‘.{,{::".;“;’;‘.}:: %.'}‘:;.";‘.3:,:‘.",:;,;‘,‘.;;,,,,, S e

~ ;:Ile:‘nlll cnn:m't with lg'nll 51'!& ::‘n'im Geneva Metra Station.
- convenient connection wil icago-bound train.
Mo Sunday or holiday service. % - Makes convenient connection with train from Chicago.
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Pace is the Suburban Bus Division of the RTA

Suburban Bus Service

On December 17, 1990, PACE express bus service entered the Fox River Valley in a big way. Effective that date,
Route #890 - Fox River Valley Flyer began operation between Crystal Lake and Woodfield Mall. This route,
operating AM rush southbound, evening rush northbound, is geared to handle employees to the Woodfield area. The
route ties together (for the first time) Fox Valley PACE service (Elgin, Carpentersville and Crystal Lake) with
the remainder of the PACE system.

Presented here is the first schedule for the route. As things turned out, a rather interesting travel pattern
began to develop. Connections were made at the K-Mart at Ill. Rte. 25 and Brant Dr. with Elgin Route #541.
Travel from/to Crystal Lake did not neet expectations, but enough connections off the #541 from/to Elgin
convinced PACE to alter the route in the summer of 1991 by eliminating the midday trips and diverting over half
of the rush trips to operated from/to Elgin. (We'll cover that schedule revision later).



