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APRIL 1995 OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE OMMNIBUS SOCIETY OF AMIERICA, INC.

RUN #134

¥Yelcome to another issue of The Green
Pennant Special. It is through this publication
that we endeavor to keep the membership
informed on happenings in the organization
and the transit industry.

XXX MARCH MEETING %*%

The March meeting of The Omnibus Society of
America was held on March 3, 199353, at the
Yelles Park Field House located at 2333 ¥W.
Sunnyside in Chicago. The meeting began at
6 :30 pm.

Our meeting for the evening was a slide
presentation given by Dave Stanley on
vintage Chicago suburban bus operations.

XXX APRIL MEETING x%x

The April meeting of The Omnibus Society of
America will be held at the ¥Yelles Park Field
House, Tlocated at 2333 ¥. Sunnyside in
Chicago. The meeting will begin at 6:30 pm.

Our meeting for the evening will be a program
by Myron Lane - "CTA-a rail and bus slide
review.” Hope to see you there.

X% CTA CORNER *=*

Sunday , March 26th, saw the CTA reroute 6
Southwest Side bus lines to make them more
convenient te riders.

8 - Halsted - Buses will be rerouted from
Halsted at Archer Avenue directiy into the
Halsted station of the Orange Line.

4% - 43rd Street - Service will be expanded
to the Stockyards Industrial Park during rush
hours.

63Y¥ - Yest 63rd - Hours will be extended on
Sundays and holidays, with the last eastbound
bus leaving 63rd and Archer at 8:10 pm., and
the last westbound bus leaving the Midway
Orange Line station at 9:40 pm. Buses will
run every 30 minutes throughout the day.

79 — 79th Street - Hours will be extended on
Sundays and holidays to and from the Ford
City mall. The last bus operating all the way
to the lakefront will leave Ford City at 12:30

am. One more bus will leave Ford. City at
12:43 am., and go as far as the Dan Ryan L
station. The last westbound bus will leave the
lakefront at 11 :36 pm.

99 - Stevenson Express - Buses will now
leave State and Kinzie every 13 minutes from
3:05 pm to 6:05 pm.

164 - Marragansett Express — DBuses will
leave 63rd and Archer every 20 minutes
between 6:01 am and 8:41 am. Between 3:20
pm and 5:50 pm., buses will leave State and
Kinzie every 30 minutes.

in the November 1994 issue of the Transit
Riders™ Authority newsletter, there is
mention that the CTA intends to rehabilitate
the Ravenswood (Brown Line) and Douglas
(Blue Line) portions of the rapid transit
system during 1996 and 19927, after the
Green Line reopens. On the Ravenswood line
alone, CTA wants to spend up to $220 million
to rebuild the track, structure and stations._

X%%X METRA RAILS *%%

March 14th saw a southbound Metra train
jump the tracks about 2:00 pm near 75th and
Yestern while traveling at a slow speed.

The accident involved Metra SouthWest Tine
train 7, from Chicago to Orland Park. One or
more wheels of the Tlocomotive Tleft the
tracks. HNone of the five passenger cars
derailed.

The 4:30 pm southbound train had to be
cancelled because the train that derailed
comes back into the city and departs as the
4:30 pm train.

XX RTA HAPPENINGS **%

Neal’'s Bus Company was the lowest and
responsible bidder for express bus service
between Romeoville and downtown Chicago on
Route 835 for a period of three years,
effective March 6, 1995, for a total amount
not to exceed $1,047,200.

#2 ¥ Pages 2 and 3 are reproduced from the
Dayton Railway Historical Society and should
be of interest to our membership. Enjoy.
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RTA modernization moves ahead
with hiring of trolley project director

Clarence Giuliani
to return to agency

8y Nim Bland
DAYTON DALY NEME

Managers x the Miami Valey Re-
flonal Transs Authority have started
plugging hary left tn the the trolley
bw rystem by the resignation of the
executive dmeetar, chief engineer and
electrical ine treman

Executive Irector John F Tucker
11, who's lemmng that post Feb. 17,
confmed Foemy the hiring of Clar-
ence Glullan: a8 project director for
the $80 milhon modermuzation of the
trolley system
" Qrulian! sered about two years as
RTA's deputy director for operations
before leaving m 1993 to do pnvate
consulting wax. He resides in Wash-
Ington Twp.

" “Clarence 5 an electrical engineer,
with experience at several other trolley
operations,” Tacker said. “He will be &
valuable menner of the staf dunng
* Gtullani wil collabore with John
Pappas. who jpmed RTA on Dec. |,
1994, as diresar of operations, over-
seeing all martenance and bus opera-

tons

CHulianl 15 coming back at a Ume
when the ltne foreman's pogition s va-
cant and the supervisor of the electric
trolley bus department i3 on indefinite
medical leave.

Pappas has more than 25 years’ ex-
penience in trangit, iIncluding tume with
the Greater Cleveland Regonal Tran-
git Authority before workng for 17
years with the Hauston Metro system
in Texas.

Pappas said he took the job here be-
cause he was excited about the proj-
ects, including the trolley moderniza-
tion, tn which RTA is involved.

RTA has contracted for 81 new elec-
tne trolley buses, the first of which s Lo
be delivered this December A cob-
tract for design and construction man-
agement of the modernization of the
electne dustribution winng is sched-
uled to be let this spnng.

“1 think things will move along just
fine with them on board.” Tucker said,
rederating he doesnt expect any delay
in the modernization schedule.

Manan Sunmons. active in the
founding the Save Our Trolleys organ-
zabon and a regular monitor of RTA
operations, sald Tucker's departure is
of concern to trolley advocates.

“He has been a strong supporter of
trolley service,” she smd “It's not go-
ing to be easy Lo ind someone 10 re-
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place him who knows the electric infra-
structure of the system.”

8immons sald the group has
watched with concern as an under-
staffed maintenance department for
the past year has tried to keep the old
trolieys and wirtng woriding. Half of the
troley Line electriclans transferred out
earber this month, mainly because
they didnt want to work a new over-
rught shuft.

“The people back there have been
putung in plenty of overtime, but you
can expect them to function efficient-
ly indefinitely when workang so many
hours.” she sald

Tucker said a candidate to succeed
Richard Henry, who resigned as chief
engineer on Christmas Eve, has been
contacted.

A successor 8 expected to be an-
nounced yet this month, even though
the turing of a new executive durector
mught be months away.

The trustees will use a professional
personnel search agency to ldentlfy
candidates for the chiel executive's po-
stton.

Deputy executive director Minme
Fells Johnson will take over Tucker's
duties after he leaves and carry them
until a successor comes on board.

Tucker cited familial health prob-
lems back in Philadelphia, where he
had bved and worked all his life as the
reason he decided to return there.
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The DAYTON RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC is a non-profit, unaffiliated historical and educational group
serving Dayton, COhio, and the Tri-State area.

Membership in the Society is open to all persons of good character who are interested in trains - railroad
history and preservation at dues of $20 per year. General Mee-ing/Programs, are normally held on the second
Thursday of every month at 7:30 pm at the Patterson Historic House on Brown Street in Dayton. Chio. Program
usually consist of SLIDES, SOUND MOVIES or a guest speaker unless otherwise noted - STEAM, DIESELS, STREET-
CARS, RAPID TRANSIT and TROLLEY BUS subjects are featured each month. Members and their guests are invited
tc attend. - Free Admission and Parking. Subscription Information, Renewals and Address Changes should be
addressed to the Secretary/Treasure: Dean Burmham, 366) Beacon Hill Court., Dayton, Ohio 45440-3553



RTA orders new Czech trolleys ~

for electric routes

By Jim Bland
DAYTON DAILY NEWS

The RTA's electric trolley sys-
tem, headed for the scrap yard
three years ago, Is showing new
life. .0

% an aging fleet and out-
overhead wires, the 59-
year-old system is still the back-
bone of the Miami Valley
Regional Transit Authority
operation.

Bo the RTA - will bring
European-look trolley buses to
Dayton streets as early as next
year, Even those familiar wires
above — where the trolleys get
their power — will have a less
cluttered look.

In 1986, the new vehicles built
partly in the Czech Republic,
partly in the Baltimore area and
finished near Deyion by Electric
Transit Inc. (ETI), wil begin
replacing the 1877 model
Canadian-built trolleys that now
ply the most heavily traveled
RTA routes.

The trolleys will become a
larger part of RTA’s fleet dunng
the next five years, and some
trolley routes will be extended.
while the diesel fleet shrinks.

The Dayton area, Boston, Phil-
adelphia, San Francisco and
Seattle are the only U.8. metro-
palitan areas with trolley bus
service.

Affection for the unique trollay
bus. uncertainty about the future
supply of diesel fuel and concern
about being able to meet federal
clean air standards combined to
pressure RTA trustees to decide
to salvage and improve the sys-
tem at a cost of about $60
million.

Btate-of-the art technology will
be included in RTA's buses and
the electrical system that powers
them. The riders and drivers on
the trolleys will see and feel the
most change.

Alene Pank of Dayton
described the trolleys she rides
on Route 7 as having & lot of rat-
tles, bouncy “and they start off
jeriang a lot.”

Ted Bond, also of Dayton, a
Route 4 user, said he's generally
satisfled with the ride from the
present ones, but would welcome
new vehicles “as nice as the
newer diesels.”

The buses will be the basic
TR14 model, of which SKODA
works in the Czech Republic has
sold hundreds in Europe and the
Middle East, with a few changes
to meet RTA's needs.

The new ETI vehicles are
designed as trolley buses, s0
there will be none of the opera-
tional and maintenance difficul-
ties that post-production addi-
tions and changes caused in the
present fleet. A wheelchair Hft
and air-conditioning system will
be installed at the factory.

Length: 37'5"
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Seating and standee capacity
are almost identical to the
present trolleys, but three places
will be designed at the rear of the
bus interior to secure wheel-
chairs.

An electronic “chopper” con-
trol system will eliminate the
sometimes jerky acceleration
trolley riders are familiar with,
RTA officials say. The braking
will be more gradual. The air sus-
:ednnon will provide a smoother

e.

A 7zinc-coated steel body is
expected to better resist corro-
sion, which has eaten away &t the
present trolleys, and help provide
an operational life expectancy of
13 to 20 years.

When the new trolleys take to
the streets in 1996 and 1997, pas-
sengers will no longer need to be
concerned about delays from
fires, accidents or detours along
routes. The vehicles can be dis-
connected from the electric
power gystem and travel one mile
on battery power to get around
obstacies.

THE ETI TROLLEY BUS

Special items: Air conditioning,
wheelchair lift, ability to operate
one mile off-wire by battery.

Line voltage: 600 volts
COST: $518,8886 per bus (with

Standees: 35

spare parts).

L seats: 37, plus three Width:
(84 wheelchair slots 8'2"
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