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'tt"l'lcomt> to anothl'r tssue of Tht> Green
Pennant Spl'ciaL It is through O.;s publication
that 'WI' l'ndl'avor to kl't>p tht> ml'mhl'rship
infor-mE'd on happE'nings in th", or-ganization

and thl' transit industry .

')f** JANUARY MEETING ***
The January meeting of The Omnibus Society
of Amt>rica 'Was held on Fridalj. January S~
1996. at thl' 'Wt>l1t>sPark Field Heuse ~ locatt>d
Co~ 23::1::' ',.. SUilill" side in Cniccn"o. ri1i'-Rl~l'tthO-
bE'gan at £, :30 pm.

*** FEBRUARY MEETING ***
Thl' Fl'bruarlj mt>t>ting of Tht>Omnibus Socit>tlj
of America 'Will be ht>ld on Fl'bruarlj 2~ 1996~
at thl' 'Wl'l1l's Park Fll'ld House. locatl'd at
2333 "fl. Sunny sidE' in Chicago. Th", m",,,,ting
'Will be'gin at 6 :30 pm.

Our ml't>ting for the t>vl'ning 'W;11 bl' a slide
prl'st>ntation on artjculatt>d busl's prl'sl'ntl'd
b." GE'orgE' I(r amb lE's.

*** CTA CORNER ***
Thl' CTA has a9rt>t>d to study thl' cost savin9s
that could bt> 9aint>d by privatization.

Thl' CTA and thE' RT A announcl'd plans to
launch the stud." January 18th. Th•.•RTA~ th •.•
-QT~u"z:t.a~~;t ~Y-~r::ii~i'it di(j~nc'J.I .•.iii -fund i:h~
thrl'l' to six-month pro jee t .

RTA Chairman ~ Tom f'1cCraclcl'n brought tht>
id •.•a of bus privatization to ttu~ tabl... six
months .190. H... sajd contr actlng out bus
st>rvicl' could savt> thl' rl'9;On monl'lj as th •.•
fl'dl'ral govl'rnml'nt cuts back sl'vl'rt>l." on
f",d",ral transit funding.

CTA Board Chairman Yall'ril' Jarrl'tt said the
agency ~ a long 'With thl' drivt>rs union ~ ts
'Willing to study prjvatiz:ation to Sl'l' 'Whl'thl'r
th", concE'pt might malct> thE' CTA run morE'
t>ffici •.•ntly .

If tht> CTA had not agrud to tt.l' joint study ~
McCracken had planned to ask statt> la'W-
malc",r-s to pass It>gislation "'ncouraging thE'
stat •.•'s large'st transit a9 •.•ncl:.l to priyatiz: e ,
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*** PACE PATTER ***
'With its currl'nt busing contracts I'Xp'ir;n9 ;n
Junl' ~ North .••",st Suburban High School
District 214 officials are 100kin9 at a
cht>apl'r, thou9h ar9Uabllj 1l'SS safl' ~
altl'rnat;vl' : rl' llj ing on Pacl' "s bus slj stl'm to
transport studl'nts to and from school.

_P"~G.!'~"~'~nff~!!""·o~ ~!! ~~t t!=,- !~ ~e~ !"'"=:.:t~~ -
'Which 'Would also bt> availabll' to tht> gt>nt>ral
public - to transport students to and from
school da;l.". The district 'Would eentfnue to
subsidiz:E' busing for tt.", mor", than 7 ,000
stude'nts .•.ho live' more than 1.5 miles from
school.

Amninistrators brought a long list of pros and
cons of th", Pac,," proposal to tht> District 214
school board this .•.•.••.•k .•••mong th •.•m:

• Paee 'Would run thl' same rout I' sl'v,,"ral
times a da.", so students 'Would havl' mort>
chancE'S to catch a bus. But most .••ould also
hayl' to walk furthl'r to th •.•ir stop~ and a
sma 11 pl'rcl'ntagl' might have to transfer
bus •.•s.

• Using Pac... is ",xpt>ct",d to cut
transportation costs and administratiy •.•
'Wort for thl' district. but thl'rl"d bl' no 'Walj
to prl'vl'nt Pacl' from discontinuing r'eute s if
thpl,! didn 't ~tt!'"~r~£,,!l~!H~h ~~~e!""~.

• Though students .•.ould still g~t fr~~ busing~
thl'tj"d have to stand if thl' bus 'Was croudl'd
and 'Wouldn't be allo'Wed on if the bus 'Was
full. (DAILY HERALD)

*** OTHER U.S. NEWS ***
• It crowd •.•d train carrl:.ling rush-hour
commutl'rs from Boston ran into a flatbt>d
tractor-trail.r stuck at a crossjng tht>
t>vl'njng of Jaanuar." 16, knocking the truck
off th", tracks' and d•.•railing th,," train's
...Dgine ,

•••t ll'ast 21 people 'Wl'rl' injured~ 'With most
complaining of neck and back pain~ -not
st>rious bumps and bruis,,"s. - said Fir", Chi",f
David Parr. (cont. on pag •.•2)
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On~ p~rson 'With mer e sE'rious injuriE's 'Was
flo'Wn b!l hE'licopter to Boston Cit", Hospita I~
yh.r. sh. 'Was in stabl. condition. Nin.
oth.rs 'W.re- .yacuat.d to hospitals: the-
othE'rs 'WE'rE'trE'atE'd and reolE'asE'd.

Th. train vas pulling six cars from Boston's
North Station 'Wh.n it ran into a -loy-bod",
flatbe-d tr ail.r carrlJ ing a pi.c. of he-aYlJ
construction E'quipmE'nt ~- said PE'tE'r Sturgis ~
operations manager of the SmartRoute
S•.•st.ms traffic seryice-.

"Leeks likE' the truck 'Was stuck in th. sno'W.,-
said Robert PrincE' ~ chiE'f E'XE'cutiyE' office-r of
the HBT A. The train 'Was mOYin9 about 40
mph b.fore- it broadsid.d the- truck ~ he- said.

Non. of th. cars d.railed.

The accident occurred near the Gr~~n'Wood
Square stop in ..••ak.fiE'ld. about nin. mile-s
north of Boston. Uninjure-d commute-rs 'We-re-
picke-d up blJ a bus (PROD IGY lAP)

• Hore than 3.200 m~tro Atlanta school bus
driY.rs hay. signed up to transport Ol",mpic
visitors ne-xt summe-r. And if th ••.• pass the-
GBI back9round ehe ek , ACOG 'Will hay. almost
all thE' drivE'rs it nE'E'ds to run its spE'ctator
f1~~t.

The- commiU ••
ope-rate 1.,450
throughout thE'

n.eds 3 ~190 drive-rs to
transit buse-s that citie-s
nation .••i11 loan to ACOG

dur-inll.Cl ttu~ ~t1anta Summer Ol~mpic games ..
But it 'Wants to r.cruit 3 ~SOO drive-rs to
cushion th. applicant pool in case- som. pe-ople-
don"t pass the- criminal background ehe eks and
dru9 tests.

Ranstad Staffing ~ th. compan", hiring the-
transit ope-rators for ACOG. sa",s that
re-cruiting additional drivers 'Won"t b. hard.

I\TC/YI\NCOH 'Won a $1 million contract to
train the- school bus driv.rs to op.rate-
transit buse-s. Training~ 'Which b.gins Januar •.•
15. yill consist of 20 hours of driYing and 20
hours of classroom instruction.

The- compan", ~ bas.d in Oakbrook Terrac. ~ IL~
manag.s mar. than SS public and school bus
s'" ste-ms across th. countr.... th. large-st in
PhoE'nix.

I\COG also has aske-d Ranstad to hir. more-
than 2~000 pupl. to York as Ol",mpic
tr ansportation support per senne 1. in such
positions as radio dispatchE'rs ~ routE'
supE'rYisors ~ park-and-ride att~nd~nts. bus
t.rminal manag.rs and baggag. handl.rs.

01",mpic organizE'rs haye- '"e-t to asse-mb 1. a
flE'E't of 350 GE'Or9ia school busE's' to shuttlE'
staff and yolunt~~rs to and from th~ Y~nu~s ~
but e-aarl", indications from local school
~,~~t:"'~c; ~r-," t:~~t th~~ ~iU ~.~J tb~ ~~m'!!'HL

ACOG also is trtj in9 to SE'curE' E'i,ht bus
terminals in th~ me tr-e area to park and
maintain sp.ctator buse-s. The- ye-hicles 'Will
bE' parke-d hmpor aril", at Fort G'ine-m.

ThE' busE's arE' bE'ing SE'nt to Fort GillE'm for
insp~ction and minor maintenance ~ puttin9
01•.•mpic signs on th"m. installing commun-
ications .quipme-nt and cl.aning.

ThE' busE's .••ill rI~main in Atlanta throu9h
OctobE'r and bE' used for the Paraltj mpics ~
.••hich 'Win fo 110y th" Ce-ntennia I Gam"s. The-
borroy"d bus.s yill comp Iement the- 1'1ARTA
rail slJste-m., its e-xisting bus.s and HOY lane-s
on thE' do ••.ntown frE'E'walJ s .

Th. sIJst.m 'Will also be- in place- to
accommodate r.sid.nts of Atlanta 'Who haye-
busine-ss doyntoyn during th" 17 da",s of the-
GamE's. Hantj do .••nto .••n str""ts .••i11 bE' cloSE'd
and 01~m5Ji," !lff:.;~iab ~re discoura~i"1! the us_e-'--__
of priyat. ye-hicle-s doYnto'Wn during the-
Game-s.

Officials of thE' Atlanta CommittE'E' for thE'
Oltjmpic Gam~s satj the- additiona I bus~s are-
ne-ce-ssar", to moy. 2 million spe-ctators to 13
venues ,

HART A a••.ardE'd a 83.2 minion contract to
B~nn~tt IntE'rnational Group in HcDonou9h to
bring the- buse-s he-re- and r.turn th"m to the-
various jurisdictions afbr th" Summe-r
Game-s. The- f'irst group of ye-hicle-s is e-xp.ct-
E'd to arrivE' in March. (ATL ANT A JOURN AL AND
CONSTITUTION)


